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April 3 Reception to Honor 2003 Wisconsin Cherry Blossom Princess Brianne Schwantes 
We are honored to have Ms. Brianne Schwantes as our Princess for this year's Cherry Blossom Festival.  Brianne was born in Milwaukee in 1980.  An accomplished speaker, she was only eight years old when she began testifying before Congressional subcommittees to promote funding for medical research.  Choosing not to focus solely on her own problems, Brianne flew to Iowa to assist victims of the 1994 floods, and has been a guest on the Oprah Winfrey Show.  She regularly addresses school children about the importance of striving to reach their full potential.  Now a college senior at American University, Brianne has her sights set on law school.
Brianne will be honored at a reception sponsored by the Wisconsin State Society on Wednesday, April 2, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Former President Jim Harff has again graciously volunteered to host this year's reception at his house at 1215 N. Nash Street, Rosslyn, VA. This event is FREE to paid-up members who RSVP by calling Carol Tumas at (571) 235-8835, or Bill Wagner at home (703) 527-4122 or work (202) 366-9357, or by sending an email to Carol at packerneemee5@aol.com or Bill at bill.wagner@ost.dot.gov .

Directions to Jim Harff’s House: Go to Rosslyn and get on Ft. Meyer Dr. Follow Ft. Meyer Dr. south across Rt. 50 to 14th St., the second right.  (The Iwo Jima monument will be on your left.)  Go one block and turn left on Nash.  The address is 1215 N. Nash Street, the 2nd from the last townhouse on the left.  From Metro, either walk one block south to Lynn Street, turn right and follow Lynn Street across Route 50, or walk one block north to Fort Meyer Dr., turn left and follow Fort Meyer Dr. across Route 50, and follow above directions.

Other Festival Activities to Celebrate!
The Festival is more that just the above reception; there are many other Cherry Blossom activities between March 30 and April 5 that members are invited to attend.  In addition to the parade on Saturday,

April 5, the events include the Lantern Lighting Ceremony on Sunday, March 30, at the Tidal Basin; the First Lady's Luncheon on Tuesday, April 1, ($60) at the Marriott Metro Center - 775 12th St NW; the Congressional Reception on Thursday, April 3, ($40) in the Cannon Caucus Room - Cannon House Office Building; and the Grand Ball on Friday, April 4, ($125) at the Grand Hyatt - 1000 H St NW.  For information or tickets to any of these events, call or email Bill Wagner, or call Box Office Tickets at 1-800-494-8497 or go to www.boxofficetickets.com.

!! Upcoming Events!
Mark Your Calendar
March 30-April 5

Cherry Blossom Festival

April 2

Cherry Blossom Reception

1215 Nash Street, Rosslyn

April 5

Hands On DC volunteer day with UW Alumni Club

April 5

Fasching at Blobs Park with Verne & Steve Meisner 

April 29

UW Founders Day Event
National Press Club

May 4

UW Golf Tournament 

Spring

UW Wine & Cheese

Spring/Summer

Governor's Reception

June 14

Brewer's vs. Oriole's 

Tailgate Party and  game

Camden Yards

August 4

Pool Party and Packers 
September 7 

UW Alumni Beer and

Brat Picnic
September-December
Packers & UW football 

December
Christmas Reception and White House Tour

Fasching At Blob’s Park

Join us on Saturday, April 5, as we journey to Blob’s Park to dance to the Verne and Steve Meisner Polka Band at their only appearance in the DC area in 2003.   Located in Jessup, MD, just off the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, Blobs is an old-time Barvarian beer hall that is owned and run by the Blob family.  It specializes in German food, pitchers of beer, and plenty of dancing. A perfect place for the WSS Fasching.  Dinner is at 7 p.m. Dancing is at 9 p.m.  Admission is $7 at the door. Food and drink are extra.  Make your reservations by calling or emailing Carol Tumas or Bill Wagner.

Directions to Blobs: Take the Baltimore-Washington Parkway to 175 East (Odenton/Fort Meade exit).  Go South approximately 100 yards and turn right at the blinking light at the fire station into Blob’s Park.

Web Site and E-mail List

We are in the process of creating a new website.   In the meantime you can check our Website at www.geocities.com/wssdc2001 for copies of the latest newsletter.  All members are also invited to join the Wisconsin State Society e-mail list by going to the following web page: www.onelist.com/subscribe/wssdc or by sending an email to the following address: wssdc-subscribe@onelist.com.

Want to play Softball this summer?

The UW Alumni Club of Washington, D.C. is organizing a softball team to participate in the Capital Alumni Network spring/summer league.  Participants must be WAA members.  Talent  is not

required. If you are interested, contact Josh Fudge at fudgejosh@msn.com. 

Hands On D.C. Annual School Clean-Up At Walker Jones School
Please join Anne Seymour, Packer Backers, the UW Alumni Club, and assorted friends – and a great group of volunteers – on Saturday, April 5, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Walker Jones School, 100 L Street NW,  (Its near Union Station) to make it a better place in which to learn.  Dress for hard work (grubbies) since you will be doing painting, gardening, and general school clean-up. Lunch will be provided.  For more information and to sign up, call Anne Seymour at (202) 547-1732 or email her at annesey@erols.com.
2003 Dues Are Due
Thank you to all that have paid your 2003 dues already.  The Society is thankful for your continued support.  Even though expenses have increased, we still only charge $10.00 per person and $15.00 for a family.  Students and interns are $5.00.  Corporate memberships are $100. Please make the check payable to Wisconsin State Society and send it to the address below. 

To determine if you are paid up, check the date on your mailing label.  The date shown is the last time you paid dues.  Dues are good for one year from the date of payment.  We need your moral support as much as we need your money.
The Wisconsin State Society does not take positions – pro or con – on any political or legislative issues and does not endorse political candidates or causes.  The Wisconsin State Society does not rent, sell, or authorize use of its membership list for any non-society sponsored or approved events or activities.
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