Lifetime Skills Learned through Club Experiences


By Lisa Vermette, Freelance Writer  (womanryter@yahoo.com)


Last quarter we met Guy (pronounced “ghee”) Lavoie.  This quarter we meet his brother Rocky Lavoie, who also got to watch the Grand Avenue facility literally evolve from the ground up.  Construction started when Rocky was six, he joined the day he turned eight and he loved every minute of it.


Rocky was an active member of the Boys Club for eight years.  He attended after school each day and stayed until the doors closed each night.  Like his brother, he was one of the last ones out the door each night.  By his mid-teen years, school, work and college preparation pulled him away.  Rocky chose his career path in desktop publishing through high school, but Rocky feels that he learned leadership and work skills from his years with the Keystone Club.


The Keystone Club is a youth development club.  The members have to work as a team and help others – in the community and also within the Club.  Members of the Keystone Club have the opportunity to travel to annual conferences.  Rocky attended conferences in California, Florida, Washington, DC, and Georgia.  He comments, “What a great opportunity this was for a teenager to experience.  Not only the travel and the lasting friendships, but the leadership skills I learned from being part of a group that worked together and helped others.”


When asked about the biggest benefits of the Club, Rocky comments that “it gets kids from all walks of life together and interact!  Where else can you meet new friends, play in organized sports, and join groups that will teach you leadership skills that will help you later in life?” 


Another large benefit of the Club that perhaps can’t be mentioned enough is the dedicated staff of employees and volunteers of the Club. “The Club staffs some pretty dedicated people who are interested the well being of the member. I truly believe this, I had several mentors as I grew up at the Club that helped me keep my head straight. The opportunity is there for every kid that walks through those doors, they just need to grab it!”





Rocky was very active with traveling sports teams.  His two most active sports were floor hockey and basketball.  He was the twelfth recipient to win the “Youth of the Year” award, he won it in 1984.  He has been involved with the Boys and Girls Club through his employer.  He participated each year in organizing the annual golf tournament for employees and clients, with all proceeds going to the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Nashua and of Derry.


Rocky is married and they are moving from Derry to Meredith.  He and his wife have always wanted to make their home in the Lakes Region and they are excited about the move. Rocky was a desktop publisher with Eastern Rainbow/Souhegan Color for the past 13 years, but is now employed by Vutek in Meredith.  Rocky can be reached via e-mail at rocky_lavoie@hotmail.com.


