Week 2:

The Wiccan Way

Week 2 avg.:

Part 1: Ethics

Witchcraft and the devil


The spiritual roots of Wicca can be traced back to Paleolithic times when Nature Deities were worshiped by all the people around the world; however, as a result of the influence of Christianity, anti-witchcraft church propaganda, and the modification of folk tradition, the Pagan priests and priestesses of early times were transformed into the evil sorcerers of the Middle ages. History clearly proves that it is usual for gods and goddesses of one religion to be turned into devils and demons of another. The Christian church did not like the fact of the pagans coexisting with them so they turned the people of the church against them, calling Wiccans the devil or to be in company with the devil. This is completely absurd considering the Wiccan religion doesn’t believe that there is a supreme source of evil.

You are not a real Wiccan if…

1)... intentionally hurt people. This means physically, mentally, spiritually, or magically. 

2)…use "black magick". Wiccans don't believe in black magick for that matter, we believe that magick is neutral.

 3)... call yourself a warlock (for guys). Warlock comes from ancient covens... it means     "Oath-Breaker". Isn't this an insult? 

4)... destroy or deface the symbol of another religion. Wiccans show respect for all religions. Our religion is not the only way; it is just our way. 

5)... try to recruit people. Wiccans don't go around trying to get everyone that they can to join Wicca. If someone wants to learn about Wicca, they will come to us.

The Wiccan Rede 


Bide the Wiccan law you must,
In perfect love, in perfect trust.
Eight words the Wiccan Rede fulfills:
An ye harm none, do what ye will.
What you sends forth comes back to thee,
So, ever mind the Rule of Three.
Follow this with mind and heart,
And merry you meet, and merry you part!

The Pentagram

Pagans/Wiccans view the pentagram as an amulet of protection, a symbol of balance, and a representation of the elements and the Gods. Pagans use the pentagram with a point facing up like the one see below. This is not an evil symbol! The one "Satanist" use has it turned slightly so a point is facing straight down.

Paganism isn't the only religion that uses a five-pointed star! Did you know in the Catholic religion, a five-pointed star is used to represent Jesus hanging on the cross and the places he suffered his flesh wounds?

Each of the 5 points represents one of the five elements:
1) Earth- represents stability and physical endurance. (Bottom left point)
2) Fire-represents courage and daring.(bottom right point) 

3) Water-represents emotions and intuition. (Right point)
4) Air-represents intelligence and the arts (left point)
5) Spirit- represents all and the divine (top point). 

The circle around the star represents Goddess and God and, represents the continuing cycle of life.


 The Law of Power

1) The power shall not be used to bring harm, to injure or control others. But if the need arises, the power shall be used to protect your life or the lives of others. 

2) The power is used only as need dictates. 

3) The power can be used for your own gain as long as by doing so, you harm none. 

4) It is unwise to accept money for use of the power, for it quickly controls its taker. Be not as those of other religions. 

5) Use not the power for prideful gain, for such cheapens the mysteries of Wicca and magick. 

6) Ever remember that the power is the sacred gift of the goddess & god, and shall never be misused or abused. And this is the law of the power.

Part 2: Elements

Earth

The elements are the four building blocks of everything that has physical existence. Each one is associated with a certain direction, and various other things. The Greeks considered Earth to be a symbol of the physical state of being we call "Solid". Since pagans tend to take a more literal view, it is a handful of soil from the garden (potting soil if you live in an apartment!), it is the entire planet. Earth doesn't necessarily represent the physical Earth, but that part of it which is stable, solid, and dependable. Earth is the foundation of the Elements, the base. It is in this realm that most of us live a good part of our lives. When we walk, sit, stand, crawl, eat, sleep, work our jobs, tend our plants, balance our checkbooks or taste salt we are working within the Element of Earth. Earth is the realm of abundance, prosperity, and wealth. It is the most physical of the Elements - it is upon Earth that the other three rest. Without Earth, life as we know it could not exist. Earth is calm and understanding, it holds great wisdom and knowledge and whenever you need to find an answer earth will be of help. 

Air

Air is the element of thought, mind, and the intangibles that we know exist but cannot prove. Air is the breath that we take in. Air is with us every day of our lives, from birth till death. Air rules psychic abilities, especially telepathy and divination/prophecy. Air is the gentle breeze on our cheeks in the spring, the cooling whisper on hot summer days. Air is hurricanes and tornadoes, and the driving icy blast of winter. 

Earth is an Air purifier, clean Air supports life. We begin to see the interconnectedness of things. Air takes the stability of Earth and sends it soaring. 

Fire


Fire is the element of power, strength, determination, courage, change, will, and passion. It is the father of all energy, creativity and sensuality. It is the Sun, the stars, the heat in the earth, it is the flame and it is the fire in your heart. Fire is quicksilver, lightning. It is the cookfire that feeds the furnace that warms. It is the forest fires and house fires that destroy. Fire is the two edged sword that offers life or death, but never the middle ground. Fire magick can be frightening. The results manifest quickly and spectacularly. It is not an element for the faint-hearted. However, it is the most primal and for this reason is much used. 

Water

Water is easy to see as an essential to life - we must drink water to survive, water eliminates toxins from our bodies, when we sorrow we give up our most precious water - tears. The saltiness of our tears, blood and other bodily fluids is said to be a reminder that all life began in the Sea; for many of the Ancients, the Great Mother was the Sea. Water has come to be associated with memory, ancestors (family tree), and past lives, it is also the element of emotions (most of our memories are triggered by how we feel/felt about them!) Finally, it is interesting to note that Venus (the planet), called both Morning Star and Evening Star, depending on the season, was also called Stella Maris, and Venus (the Goddess of Love) was said to have been born of the foam of the Sea. 

Spirit

Spirit is the animating force, everywhere present, and everywhere abundant. Spirit is energy, and it is eternal in essence. We live in a physical world, and often are unconscious of the spirit world, which is often coexistent with our own, but we are not able to perceive it because it runs on a different frequency than we do. It is invisible, intangible, and affable. We travel to that realm in our dreams, at times, and some do it by mote of will, as in astral travel. This is the element that binds all the others into one form, to make them one. It is the Mother and the Father of everything, and all magick. The element of spirit is very strong in your blood; it is the power behind Blood Magick. Spirit is used in all magick, change, foreseeing the future, creation, and dream magick.
Part 3: Crystals and Stones

Cleansing and Consecration

All crystals should be purified before use. There are many ways to do this, they may be smudged with sage, they may be placed in running water for two days, they may be buried in a bowl of salt overnight, they may be exposed to the moon for a week, they may be ritually purified. Choose the method that feels right to you. It makes no difference if the stone is mounted in jewelry or simply a loose stone, faceted or rough. If it is mounted in silver jewelry however, do not bury it in salt to purify it, salt corrodes silver. Use one of the other methods instead. Also, don't wash your Halite crystal in water, although this may seem obvious since salt dissolves in water, it has happened before. Use another method of purification.

The crystals should also be ritually charged for the purpose you intend to put them to. Basically this entails a very minimal ritual in which you call upon the stone to benefit you in the ways you intend to use it, one or all of it's purposes, and bless it to that purpose. A simple chant such as the following may be used.

Stone of Beauty, fine to see,
Be consecrated now to me,
Partners now in growth and life,
Helping me well in time of strife.
Tensions strong you take from me,
Bring good luck effectively,
Great Stone for me you will be,
And as my will, so mote it be!

After this the stone is ready to use. It may be carried, worn, placed in the home, put on the altar, or used in an amulet bag depending upon which works best for the purpose desired. 

Correspondence

               Stone Name                                              Properties

Agates
Generally strength, protection or support



Amber
Represents the Goddess and heightens magical effects. Protective when worn, potent against negative magic. 



Bloodstone


Worn to increase physical strength, give courage, calm fears, eliminate anger. Used in wealth, money, and business success spells. 



Coral


Worn for protection against accidents, violence, poison, theft, possession and sterility.



Diamond


Will increase the energy of any other stone it is used with. If worn will amplify the energies of the wearer, both positive and negative. 



Jade


Love attracting, worn to draw love. Worn while gardening to help the plants. Money attracting. 



Supplement 1: The Wiccan Rede

(long version)

Bide the Wiccan Redes ye must, In Perfect Love and Perfect Trust;

Live ye must and let to live, Fairly take and fairly give;

Form the Circle thrice about, To keep unwelcome spirits out;

Bind fast the spell every time, Let the words be spoke in rhyme.

Soft of eye and light of touch, Speak ye little, listen much;

Deosil go by waxing moon, Sing and dance the Witches' Rune;

Widdershins go by waning moon, Chant ye then a baleful tune;

When the Lady's moon is new, Kiss hand to her times two;

When the moon rides at peak, Heart's desire then ye seek.

Heed the North wind's mighty gale, Lock the door & trim the sail;

When the wind comes from the South, Love will kiss them on the mouth;

When the wind blows from the West, Departed souls have no rest;

When the wind blows from the East, Expect the new and set the feast.

Nine woods in the cauldron go, Burn them quick, burn them slow;

Elder be the Lady's tree, Burn it not or curs'd ye'll be;

When the wind begins to turn, Soon Beltane fires will burn;

When the wheel has turned to Yule, light the log, the Horned One rules.

Heed the flower, bush or tree By the Lady blessed be.

When the rippling waters flow cast a stone - the truth you'll know;

When ye have & hold a need, Hearken not to others' greed;

With a fool no seasons spend, Or be counted as his friend.

Merry meet and merry part Bright the cheeks, warm the heart;

Mind the threefold law ye should, Three times bad and three times good;

Whene'er misfortune is enow, Wear the star upon your brow;

True in love ever be Lest thy love prove false to thee.

'Tis by the sun that life be won, And by the moon that change be done;

If ye would clear the path to will, Make certain the mind be still;

What good be tools without Inner Light? What good be magic without wisdom-sight?

Eight words the Wiccan Rede fulfill –

An it harm none, do what ye will.

Supplement 2: The Witches’ Rune

"Darksome night and shining moon,
East, then South, then West, then North;
Hearken to the Witches' Rune--
Here we come to call ye forth!
Earth and water, air and fire,
Wand and pentacle and sword,
Work ye unto our desire,
Hearken ye unto our word!
Cords and censer, scourge and knife,
Powers of the witch's blade--
Waken all ye into life,
Come ye as the charm is made!
Queen of heaven, Queen of hell
Hornèd hunter of the night--
Lend your pow'r unto the spell 
And work our will by magick rite!
By all the pow'r of land and sea,
By all the might of moon and sun--
As we do will, so mote it be;
Chant the spell, and be it done!"
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