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TORONTO -- Judging by the turnout of people who wanted to hear about the Vince Carter Summer Jam, there is no doubt that Toronto is ready for the return of last year's extremely popular series of events. 

And Carter himself suggested that he'd be ready to return to the court for his second annual Charity All-Star Game, the marquee event of the Jam, which will take place on Friday, August 2 at Air Canada Centre. 

"I plan on playing in the charity game," he said about the contest that would be his first game since undergoing arthroscopic knee surgery on March 26. "That's my date to actually go out there and compete again in an NBA level. That's my date to get back out there and be a player again." 

Carter indicated that he sent out plenty of invitations to his NBA brethren to join him at the fundraising match, which was sold out last year and raised more than $450,000 for kid's charities. 

The proceeds from this event are earmarked through Carter's Embassy of Hope Foundation to the Raptors Foundation. From there the money will go to Camp Jumoke, a summer camp for children with sickle cell anemia, and the Boys and Girls Club of Ontario, which will receive benefits through the Vince Carter "Believing in Your Dreams" Scholarship for post-secondary education. 

"It's something I always wanted to do, give to them," Carter said. "That's been my goal since day one when I started this Foundation and started different events I'm just hoping every year it gets better. I want to do anything to help motivate them, to help them believe in their dreams regardless of when times get rough." 

To launch the Summer Jam, Carter hosted a Hoops for Charity Event at Air Canada Centre on June 3 with local celebrities shooting free throws for the Children's Aid Foundation. 

While Toronto Mayor Mel Lastman missed out on his two attempts from the line, he did make more than his share of praise for Carter's civic efforts. 

"We (the city) are all in your corner and let me tell you the whole city is behind you because you're helping kids charities, something close to everyone's hearts," proclaimed Lastman. "You're my hero, hero of all these kids and you're the hero of the entire city." 

The Raptors All-Star has contacted all his teammates about helping out during the events, whether it is to play in the game or the golf tournament or even to just stop by the kids camps, all of which make up the Summer Jam. And all of which help raise funds for kids in need. 

"This is really just something I want to do," Carter stated rather matter-of-factly. "I've learned a lot about kids and they're going to learn different things and I just have the opportunity to brighten a kids day, every day."
