I’ll be back!
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This will be the longest summer of Vince Carter's life. He has a lot of things to think over. "When I'm at home in the summer, I can sit and think of all the players who tried to come at me when I was hurt," he said. "I have a little list." A list of enemies. Not mentioning any of them, we all know who Vince is talking about. "I would target an injured rival, too, so I don't blame them. But that's their fault. There's going to be hell to pay next season. There's a lot of frustration built up. I can't wait." Us too. 
     Recently, the losses have been piling up and Vince was playing under constant pressure. His determination and bravado were astounding, but the team was still losing to everyone. The injured knee was getting so bad that once even; Vince completed the fastbreak with a simple layup instead of an extraordinary dunk. But he simply couldn't elevate. The Air Canada Centre fans voiced their displeasure. They booed the suffering from agonising pain player. Their hometown hero just few weeks earlier... Incited by so-called 'experts', media, internet sites they started abandoning Vince as the man they follow and their idol. In favor of who? Well, McGrady has been more exciting recently... Internet forums got overfilled with posts like "Vince sucks, McGrady rocks,"     

It's so simple. The haters read some boxscores, listen to some idiotic, subjective opinions from other haters unable to judge fairly and make their minds. And that's the way it goes. 
   Nevertheless, the last thing Vince wanted to do was surrender. In spite of being hobbled by the injury, he was a focal point of a crappy team's offence and was still finding himself double- or tripled-team all the time. He was like a captain that never abandons his sinking ship. Unfortunately, this ship seems to be already at the bottom. "I just wanted to continue to give it all I could, which wasn't much," Vince explained. "I don't want my Raptors teammates to ever think that I'm jumping ship because of the situation, because that's not the case at all." 
     Criticism, 'useful pieces of advice' and disrespect have been hitting him from all possible directions. Take it easy. Vince doesn't need it. Neither does the society. All those pointless stories about Vince's below-par performances did nothing but hurt him. No more than that. No in-depth look at the possible causes, no focus on the epic battle between the player and the human endurance. No. Just bare, harsh criticism. And bunches of some priceless advice. And what was Vince's fault? Let's take a look: He wanted to help his team turn the corner in spite of being bothered by the unhealed injury in the left knee, he was doing all he could to save the season for Canada, he played despite all the set-backs, risking a serious knee damage. OK, we agree. Criminal. A really dangerous one. 
     Notwithstanding everything that has been said since all the facts about his condition were revealed, Vince still doesn't want to excuse himself. Doesn't want to complain about the bias in the way the news media reported his personal ordeal. "I refuse to make excuses, you know?" he said. "Like I said a long time ago, if I choose to go out there and play, I have to go out there and perform. I wasn't looking for some sympathy. If I was hurt and playing well, no one would have said anything. Regardless of how I felt, I wanted to be there." 
     Small digression here: Shaq O'Neal misses 20 or so games just because of the foot injury, a relatively not serious one in comparison to Vince's - obviously if you can compare two injuries - and no one says a word. Vince's case? I have an almost dead certainty that if Vince had listened to the MD's earlier and decided to sit out the season already back in February, the criticism would have intensified severely... And the player would have gotten dragged through the mud. 
     But the payback time is still to come. And Vince promises to come back then. Stronger. "The critics are going to eat those words," Vince said. "Once I'm healthy and I'm ready to go, I'm going to start attacking people." And those of you who kept unjustly criticizing him and don't play in the L - well, thank God for that. 
     SLAM Mag, in their article covering Vince rendered current situation perfectly: "You are not Vince Carter. You are not Vince Carter's family. You are not Vince Carter's coach, teammate, agent business associate, close friend or casual acquaintance. You may have never even met the man. And, despite all of this, you are uniquely qualified to tell Vince Carter what he should do with his life." 
     Leave the man alone, and he's gonna show what he is made of. Just wait till the next season. "I'll be back," that's how he finishes every interview now.

