Vince Carter’s interview with the NikeBasketball.com

Which hip-hop lyric or artist best describes you? 

I am a mixture of a lot of people. I can flow off the tongue, like off the dribble, same thing, like Mystikal. Yet, I can get lyrical, get fancy like Jay-Z. I can get deep like Nas. I can just do a lot of different things. 

Which music are you feeling right now? 

I'm a little slow jams right now so I am feeling the Jaheim… Alicia Keys… a little Maxwell… different styles, ya know. That's how I approach my game, that's how I approach my life. I like to really switch gears on people. I'm fast, I go down South some times, I'm slow, or sometimes I can just get hardcore. I got five different cartridges of players… you name it, I got it, C-Lo, Goodie Mob, Outkast… all kinds… I'm coming from everywhere! 
What kind of car do you drive? 

I have a few. I got the new Range. I got the two door Benz. Got a Bentley. And I got a Nav. 

What's the best room in your crib? Why? 

The best room is probably my office, that's where I spend a lot of time. Outside of my bedroom, cuz when I'm laying down, I'm laying down. But it's gotta be my office, that's where I get on my computer, first of all. I get on nikebasketball.com cuz I like to check out myself, for one, ya know, see what's going on with me, and two, I like to check out my other Nike Basketball partners and see what's going on. And if not that, I'm just surfing the Internet… checking you out! [laughs]. 

What's your favorite video game? 

Favorite video game right now is definitely Inside Drive. That's biased you might think, yeah, that's my game… but I play it... and I beat people! Plain and simple... I enjoy it. 

Did they give you enough props in the game? 

Yes, I have to say I have been represented very well on there. My character on there is very good. And I advise you, anybody playing Inside Drive, pick my club. 

What Nike kicks do you rock off the court? 

I got the old school joints on right now, Air Max, the black ones. I got white one's too, with the blue. And definitely the low top Shox, you gotta stick with the Boings. 

What other Nike players do you chill with? 
It all depends... in the summertime… Stack cuz he's a Carolina alum, a Nike school, by the way, and we hang out and play ball there. George McCloud, sometimes Rasheed, there's a lot of different guys. I think we enjoy each other's company, we all stick together, we all hang out together. 

How old were you when you knew you were a baller? How did you know? 

Believe it or not, I was probably a junior in college. I was just a kid who just loved to play and was hoping for that opportunity one day, that I was gonna be in the league, that I was gonna get my opportunity to show what I could do. I had to wait my turn, but I was getting my education… and that ain't no promo, that's the truth here: get that education! 

How is it playing in the big dance? How did it feel to win or lose? 
Well, I consider the Big Dance two different things. One, for college, playing in the Big Tournament, the best feeling as a college basketball player you can ever have, the greatest experience you can go through. You are hearing one half of the crowd rooting against you, and the other half rooting for you. The adrenaline rush, the pride and the joy you have from just being a part of that situation. The other Big Dance is making it to the playoffs. It starts with 8 teams and you get knocked off from there. And yet, I got the opportunity to make it to the second round, down to one shot, game 7… but I'll be back. 

Who calls you after a game about your performance? 

My moms, first of all. After every game, win or lose, I don't care how bad I play, well, if I play real bad I try to wait on that call cuz already know she gonna kill me and just tell me how bad I played. But normally I give her a call, and she say, ‘You played pretty good, you played your butt off,' or ‘You played like you know what'. So, you can fill that in if you like… But I just feel complete, whether I played well, or played bad, if I call her and just hear what she has to say. Or I call my friends, ya know, hear what they have to say, cuz I don't have friends that are what I call the 'Yes' people. They won't say 'Yo, you look good,' when I look terrible. 

Shout out. 

I want to shout out to everybody. Thanks for the support. And continue supporting nikebasketball.com. Holler at ya. We out. 

WHAT DID YOU BRING TO THE 
MAKING OF THE NIKE SHOX VC? 

Well, I brought my ideas: what I like in a shoe, what I don't like in a shoe, what's comfortable, what other people would like to see or feel in a shoe and then we [Nike and I] collaborate and come up with the extra Shox technology. I felt that it would be hot and I think it is. 

WHAT DID THE SHOX TECHNOLOGY DO FOR YOUR GAME? 

Well, I think it's just comfortable on my feet. It takes a lot of pressure off. For me, it's important to have my feet working for 82 games. Comfort, a little spring, it's easier on your landing, and I am able to make my moves precise. I talked to people about the first SHOX shoe when it came out, and they really liked it, but I think they are going to like this one better - there's more technology and… I helped out a lot with it. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE COLORS? 

They are going to have some funky colors, of course, but I think the black and red just stands out. It makes a statement. I also think white and purple… man, everybody is going to love that. 

WHAT DOES THE 'RESPECT' LABEL MEAN INSIDE THE SHOE? 

People have their opinion about who you are and how you play and what you can and can't do. So, I'm just going out there every night to have people respect me, you know? They gotta respect who I am, respect the way I play. I mean, you can venture so far with what respect means but I just think when I step on the court people are going to appreciate and just respect the way I play and what I bring to the game. That's what it is. 

WHAT'S UP WITH RUCKER PARK IN THE 70s? WHY IS THAT ERA SO IMPORTANT TO BASKETBALL? 

I look at guys like Joe Hammond and Pee Wee Kirkland... [and a bunch of Hall of Famers from the L]… man, 

you could name so many people who have actually blessed Rucker Park. They've just been out there doing it for so long and when I get the opportunity to go out there and play it's like, hey, this is where all the legends have been. Not just in the L, we're talking about streetball and streetball has a lot of respect. People know about the Rucker, so why not re-create it, give props to those people like Joe and Pee Wee and so on, who made it, who made basketball fun, brought the pizzazz, what you didn't really see in the L back then. So now we're blessing them, giving them props and that's why I thought it was such a great idea. When Nike asked me would you mind having those guys in my commercial, I LOVED IT! You put the new style, how I play, and the guys who started the hip-hop flavor of basketball and put them together and you're gonna get a BIG ONE! 

