Carter’s email replies

Q: I'd like to start off by saying congratulations on your new web site. It's been a long time coming! Also, a congratulations goes out for being the number one vote-getter for the all-star game for a 3rd year in a row!
I have been an NBA fan for about 16 years now and I was very excited when Toronto was awarded a team. At the time the city wasn't too knowledgeable about the game. Do you find since you've been here that the fans have gained an appreciation for the game and understand it a whole lot more?
and.....How's the Quad - We'll miss you at the All-Star Game!
Gino From Toronto, Canada
A: I’m glad you enjoy the web-site! We’re got a lot of great stuff coming…I hope you’ll check in often. I tell everybody all the time how much the fans in Toronto have learned since I arrived here. They didn’t have a whole lot to cheer about in the Raptors’ first two seasons, but since then they have become some of the best fans in the league. It definitely helps the team when you establish that kind of home court advantage
Q: I am a 23-year-old international student in Canada. I'm so glad to watch the Raptors' games here. I have been playing basketball 10 years and love basketball!
I have one question. Do the NBA players give advice each other? Because my position was shooting guard, I'm always impressed by your 3-pointers inspite of a lot of pressure and Dell Curry's quickness. You and Dell Curry are the different types of shooters, but do you learn from his veteran skills?
I also like Keon Clark. He has amazingly improved since last year. Did he learned many things from Hakeem Olajuwan? I just wonder how you guys talk each other. Do you give your teammates advice, or it's rather coaches' job?
From Japan
A: I think you’ll find that the younger guys go to the veteran players quite a bit, not only for advice on their game, but also for pointers on being a professional in this league. There’s a lot to learn off the court as well. Dell Curry is one of the best shooters this league has ever seen. It’s great being able to watch him every day, and I’ll try to stand close to him, hoping that some of his shooting skills rub off on me! Keon is a big reason for our success so far, and I know he’ll tell you that he has learned quite a bit from Dream going up against him in practice every day.
Q: I just wanted to know if there is a highlight video of you and/or the Raptors. I've checked out the NBA.com store and the Raptor's store (web site and Air Canada center), but can't seem to find one. I really enjoy watching you play, even when there aren't any hi-lights.
Also, how does one get to meet you? My daughters think you are Great. My 5-year old daughter just started sports and really enjoys basketball. Are you doing any Sears autograph sessions this season?
Take it easy, and get healthy SOON!
Val from Whitby
A: Thanks for the good wishes for a speedy recovery…I’m anxious to get back out there! I haven’t seen a highlight video in any of the stores yet, but I’ll mention it to my friends at the league that you’re looking for one!

Q: Vince, Is Embassy of Hope mostly a benefit to kids on the East/in the Daytona-Toronto area or are there kids from the West apart of this program?
Love ya'
B. Wise from Dallas, Texas
A: My Embassy of Hope Foundation focuses mostly on helping children and families in my home state of Florida and in my adopted home of Toronto. There are always opportunities for kids from all over to participate in my camps, but I think it’s important to not try to spread yourself too thin and to focus on doing good things in the areas that have impacted you the most.
Q: i know it may be none of my business, but do you plan on actually using your degree?!!! some basketball players just get them to have them, and I just wanted to know if you were going to maybe go into that field after you retire from b-ball; or are you even thinking that far ahead??!!!! lol
Ray from the United States
A: I definitely plan on using my degree in my career! I think it’s important to apply that knowledge that you worked hard for and to use it to benefit others. I haven’t exactly mapped out my plans for retirement, it’s a long way down the road, but I have a couple of ideas that I’m interested in.
Q: Hi Vince
Your my favorite basketball player.
I like your dunks,
and your new website. What’s your favorite dunk of yours? Mine is the 360 through the legs dunk.
From Sudbury, Ontario
A: To be honest, I don’t really have a favorite dunk. I enjoy doing them all and am glad that my fans have their favorites. I guess the one that stands out in my mind is the dunk from the Olympics. It was completely unplanned and it was one of the few dunks that I watched a few times after the game.
Q: Let me say that you have a very nice site here. I like the pictures. But i would like some videos/clips that would be great. I watch every game on TV because that’s as close as I'll ever get to see the Raptors because of where I live, any way I was wondering if you are watching the winter Olympics, and if so what? Well you might not because of your lack of ability for winter and its sports Mr. Florida. Well thank you and good luck,
Smith from Winnipeg, Mb, Canada
A: You’re right! Growing up in Florida doesn’t make me much of a winter sport expert, but I’ve been able to learn a lot living in Toronto. I’ll be able to follow hockey of course, and skating has been a big story here. Unfortunately, being injured right now gives me some extra time to watch the Olympics from the trainer’s table.
