Carter’s chat 01-02 season

Q: Will you participate in the All-Star dunk contest this season? 
A: No. Probably not. I'm not planning on it because of injuries to my knee and calf won't let me be as effective as I want to be.
Q: When did you start playing basketball, I presume that you started as a little playground-hustler? 
A: I started at the age of two. My uncle started me in my grandma's backyard and I've been playing ever since. 
Q: Other from you, who do you think is the best player in the nba? 
A: I think there's a lot of great players. Not actually one. Definitely Shaq is one of the best. 
Q: Vincent, how would you compare your generation of basketball players to the generation before them? Do you play for the same purpose? 
A: I think it's a different style. More high-flying dunks and faster guys. It's stronger, bigger guys. 
Q: Hey Vince, My Mom plays an important role in my life both in my career and personal decisions. Can you explain how your Mom has helped you make hard decisions throughout both your professional and personal life? 
A: She's been somebody who's been on my side for anything I've done, whether it's basketball, academics. Pretty much anything. She made me want to do the best that I could to show how much I appreciate what she's done for me. 
Q: Hey Vince, the Raptors are really struggling right now and there are a lot of different reasons on why there struggling. I think the reason is that they are taking too many jump shots when they should be driving to the basket and getting to the freethrow line. Well what do you think needs to happen for the raptors to get back on track? 
A: Just to be patient. Everyone's in a frenzied, panic state, but I'm not worried. Everybody's goes through a funk. But we'll just take our time and good things'll happen. 
Q: Vince was there one or two things is yesterdays game vs. the Wizards that Michael Jordan did to shut you out in the second half of the game. 
A: He didn't do anything. Other guys were scoring. I only took four shots. Actually, coach came up to me this morning and asked why I didn't shoot more. 
Q: Hey Vince, do you, Mo, Alvin or anybody else get together and play video games? Also, did you get any of the new systems yet? Like X-Box or gamecube or PS2? 
A: Yeah. Myself, Alvin, Michael Stewart, Mo-Pete. We get together sometimes. I got the X-Box. I'm OK, but I'm not gonna win any championships. 
Q: Vince, do you think that Hakeem needs more touches on the offensive end so he can get his rhythm back and maybe take some of the scoring pressure off of you?
A: It's within the offense. Some teams will try to front him. We feel it's important to get him the ball early. We try to see who can score in the blocks. 
Q: What is your all-time favorite movie? 
A: Coming to America. I've always loved it. 
Q: Hi Vince, not that I don't like it but what was with the long socks in the Playoffs? 
A: We needed something different to get us going and I felt a change was something to do. And it worked. 
Q: What do you think is the most important thing that you know, that has helped you tone up your basketball skills and become one of the elite players in the league?? 
A: Just hard work. Had to put the hours in working on the right thing. Anyone can go in the gym and shoot, shoot, shoot. But it's important to get in there and work on your game as a whole. 
Q: Vince, who is the toughtest person in the NBA right now for you to guard? 
A: There's a lot of guys who are good at what they do, that's why they're here. I like playing all these guys. I've played 'em all somewhere, sometime. 
Q: Vince, what has been the toughest thing that you've had to overcome throughout your NBA career??? 
A: One of the toughest things was the injuries last year. Really that was my first time missing a game. It was hard for me to sit there and watch these guys play when I wanted to be out there. That was a tough thing to overcome. 
Q: How do you approach the new defensive rules this year, as opposed to how you approached it last year? 
A: That's tough because I'm not a big fan of this new thing. You just have to shoot when you're open, or drive or hit the open man. 
Q: Where do you see yourself and what would you like to accomplish professionally and personally in the next five years? 
A: Personally, I'd just like to get better as a person. To help people and keep my foundation growing. Professionally, to hopefully win a title. I'd like to win a scoring title, but I want an NBA championship first. Maybe I'll do both and kill two birds with one stone. Plus, just make my teammates better. 
Q: What do u do for fun? 
A: I like to stay home, play PlayStation, watch DVD movies, play on the computer. 
Q: Hey If you could choose the starting five of East and West in the All Star Game, who would you pick?? 
A: Oh my goodness. That's a tough one. There's just so many guys playing well. I'd hate to leave somebody out. 
Q: Vince, out of all the teams right now, which is the ONE that the Raps get most pumped up for? (biggest rivalry) Would it be T-Mac and the Magic? 
A: We get pumped up for a lot of teams. Defintely Milwaukee and New York. And of course, the Lakers. 
Q: What has been your weakest part of your game? 
A: I look at it as I'll just try to get better shooting the ball. I think I'm shooting pretty well, but I can get better. 
Q: Who is the biggest clown in the raptor dressing room-pies, practical jokes, etc...? 
A: We have a team full of them so picking one wouldn't be fair to the rest of the team. Chris Childs, Alvin. Del Curry. It's a team full of them. Everybody has their moments, but these guys are a constant. 
Q: Hi Vince, what is your favorite dunk that you've ever done? 
A: I don't think I have a favorite. Jumping over the seven-footer is the one everyone likes. 
Q: How do you handle the pressure at the end of games, when you have to make big shots to help your team win. 
A: That's funny. A lot of people ask me that. I just approach it as if it was the last play of the first quarter, first half, just to ease my mind. I just take my time and go out there and be myself. Right before it's happening, I just think 'It's the same shot as the first quarter' and everything will turn out alright. 
Vince Carter: I'd like to thank everyone for logging and being interested in talking to me. It always brings a smile to face that people know who I am. I'd like to wish everybody a Happy Holidays! Be safe!

