The King rides again
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It's not like "Lord of the Rings" star Viggo Mortensen can't afford footwear. After all, the trilogy turned him from a supporting character to a leading man, which gave him a boost in the wallet department. 

But Mortensen seems to be living a bohemian rather than a Hollywood lifestyle. Barely causing a stir when he walks into the room, the barefooted Mortensen is dressed in a layer of sweaters and a jacket with a crudely sewn-on United Nations patch. 

Mortensen takes a drag of what is obviously not his first cigarette by the smell of the conference room and leaves just as quickly as he arrived. Returning moments later, he brushes his blond hair behind his ears and takes a sip of tea from a wooden cup. He looks much different from his character, Aragorn. He looks more like Frank Hopkins, the character in his first post-"Rings" movie, "Hidalgo." 

Mortensen said he is now focused on promoting the new film, an 1890s cowboy story, to audiences that know and love the reluctant king he brought to life. While his co-star Orlando Bloom wasted no time acting in a new film, Mortensen picked another epic story that would take time to film and stretch his capabilities as an actor. 

"In one sense, it's odd to take that much of a beating and go on and ask for more, in terms of being on a project that takes a long time and involves a lot of physical exertion," Mortensen laughs. "But as far as I know, I haven't changed my way of looking for work or doing work and still look for an interesting story." 

The story is based on the life of Hopkins, an American cowboy who was invited to take part in a 3,000-mile horse race in the Arabian Desert, called the Ocean of Fire. Hopkins and his Mustang, Hidalgo, have to go against the best Arabian horses and Bedouin riders in the world, who are determined to keep a foreigner from the finish line. 

"I wasn't in the market of being a big fat head on a poster," Mortensen said with a smile. "I just thought it was an interesting story, and in some ways I was drawn to things that I was drawn to in 'Lord of the Rings.'" 

Mortensen said he was compelled to do the film because of its adventure. Also, he felt "Rings" rollover fans might think "Hidalgo" would be worthwhile. 

As for Mortensen, he'll keep picking movies that spark curiosity in him. 

"I hope I find something interesting and get a shot at it or hope it finds me," he said, "or I run out of money waiting."

