usic professor Mike Billingsley (left) helps Alonzo Miller, 17,
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create a song at the academy, at Camden County College.

Helping hand to fulfill college dream

~ UPWARD BOUND from D1
ake up about 15 percent of the
immer academy’s population,
e asked why they have traded
‘big chunk of their summer
ytime for serious classroom
struction, they say they want
| go to college.
“College is something I al-
ays wanted to do,” said Cau-
y, the oldest of five children
ho live in a two-bedroom
artment with their mother,
ndy Causey. “My mother
as ready to go to college,
en she had me. She never
bﬁ »

pward Bound, a national
ogram started under Presi-
ent Lyndon B. Johnson in the
60s, does not accept students
hose parents graduated from
llege.
Requirements are that appli-
ints have a 2.5 grade point
erage or the ability to
hieve it, and attend not only
mmer classes but also class-

es at a community college for.
two Saturdays a month be-
tween the fall and spring.
They also must cooperate
with counselors dispatched by
the college to their high
schools.

In addition, a family’s annual
income may not exceed $14,700
in a one-student home, and, for
the students at Camden County
College, they must live in the
county.

Most of the students in the
local program go on to college,
according to Dennis C. Ferry,
the director of the Upward
Bound Academy. In a study he
did last year, 15 of 19 seniors
who graduated in June were at-
tending college in September.

Six were going to Camden
County College, and one was
what state officials call a “New
Jersey star student,” one who
graduated in the upper 20 per-
cent of his or her high school
class. In that case, the state

pays the student’s tuition as
long as the student attends a
community college.

“Sometimes I feel like I
opened the front door and
found a child in a wicker bas-
ket,” Ferry said. “I get emotion-
ally attached to the kids and ex-
cited when good things hap-
pen.”

Ferry pointed to Makeda
Smalls as a success story in the
making.

Smalls, who lives with her
working mother, Elzena Robin-
son, in a two-bedroom town-
house in Lindenwold, has been
in the program for two years.
An aspiring chemical engineer,
Smalls has a 3.3 grade point av-
erage and is a forward on the
Lindenwold High School varsity
basketball team. Her mother fu-
els her ambitions.

“She is my hero,” the senior
said in the college’s noisy cafete-
ria. “She did not go, to college,
but she wanted me to have a

better life. She always made
sure I did m<m§§5m to the best
of my abilities in school.”

While s\o:a:m on one of the
many laptops in the cafeteria, a
teammate, Aspen Price-Perry,
said she was so happy with the
way Upward Bound was help-
ing her to become a better stu-
dent that she didn’t mind miss-
ing time with her friends and
not having the extra money gen-
erated by a summer job.

Alonzo Wilson' and Catrina
Rigney, athletes at Woodrow Wil-
son High School, agreed over
lunch that the sacrifice was well
worth their time. Like Causey,
they believe Upward Bound will
help them to realize their
dreams.

Candy Causey put it this way:
“I want [Daiquan] to fulfill a
dream of a college education.”
Contact suburban staff writer
Bill lezzi at 856-779-3826
or wiezzi@phillynews.com.

Catrina Rigney, 17, concentrates while using the computer to create
her song in the college-level music-appreciation class.

Aspen Price-Perry proves a good listener during the class. Her mao:m
were part of the Upward Bound program.




