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Sociolinguistics

Syllabus: July - October 2008
COURSE DESCRIPTION
The course will study how language is used in a variety of social situations. It will look at how language varies according to age, gender, class and social situation. It will also investigate New Englishes and national language policies in Malaysia and Southeast Asia

OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course students should:

a.  be able to participate in classroom discussions on sociolinguistic topics

b.  be able to prepare and give a short presentation on a topic in sociolinguistics based on the course reading

c.  prepare, conduct, present and report an original brief sociolinguistic research project

d.  write short timed essays on sociolinguistic topics

LECTURER

Iskandar Richard Holmes

U149

03-55227430

rjholmes98@yahoo.com

Consultation hours: wed 8.30-10.30 or by appointment 
TEXTBOOK

Janet Holmes, Introduction to Sociolinguistics.  Purchase  is compulsory. 

Other readings will be assigned from time to time.

LECTURE AND DISCUSSION TOPICS

	WEEK
	Beginning
	TOPIC


	READING

	1
	
	Introduction to Sociolinguistics


	

	2
	
	Variation in Time: Language Change


	

	3
	
	Variation: Language, place and status

	

	4
	
	Variation: Language and Gender

	Chapter 4

	5
	
	Languages in Contact: Pidgins and Creoles

	

	6
	
	Languages in Contact: Language Shift

TEST
 
	

	7
	
	Languages in Contact: Language Death, Maintenance and Revival

	

	8
	
	Languages in Contact: Bilingualism and Diglossia


	

	9
	
	Languages in Contact: Code-switching and Code-mixing


	

	10
	
	Languages in Contact: The New Englishes


	

	11
	
	Applied Sociolinguistics: Language Planning


	

	12
	
	Applied Sociolinguistics: Language and Education


	

	13
	
	Presentation of research


	

	14
	
	Presentation of research

SUBMISSION OF RESEARCH PAPER


	

	15
	
	Revision week


	

	16
	
	Examination
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


ASSESSMENT

	Presentations, participation and attendance
	10%

	Test
	15%

	Research paper
	25%

	Final examination
	50%


FORMAT  

There will be three classes per week: lectures, presentation and discussion.

FINAL EXAMINATION

Comprehensive. Multiple choice and essay questions

