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The title of John Steinbeck’s novel Of Mice and Men can attribute to the quote, which states that “the best laid plans of mice and men often go wary.” The quote refers to the plans that each character made, which were often planned with care and consideration. Lennie and George made a plan. A plan in which they would have a house farm, with rabbits and they wouldn’t have to live the life they lived. Curley’s wife had dreams if being in movies and being famous. Candy then joins with George and Lennie with their plan. Each of the characters was working on their dreams that they thought will or would have changed their lives significantly. Their plans were almost at the verge of happening, it seemed that it was just an inch away from their grasp. However, certain circumstances prevented those dreams from becoming a reality. Many of the circumstances couldn’t have been avoided for it was fate’s will that it happened that way.

George has dreams of owning his own farm, but it was very difficult for him to make this come true when he had Lennie tagging along. Lennie’s only dream is to care for rabbits on the farm that George wanted to own. George felt like he had an obligation to care and look out for Lennie because of his mental handicap.  He sets out to protect and cover for Lennie, whenever he gets himself in trouble without meaning to. Lennie’s rudimentary and often-troublesome behavior has caused George his main goal. This situation could have been different if it had not been for George’s principles. If he didn’t have the ethical consideration when it came to Lennie, then he would of most likely achieve his dream. Most people would have deserted Lennie because he would represent the main cause of the impediment of their dreams. 

Curley’s wife confided in Lennie and spoke of her dream to become a movie star. However, she forced herself to just become “Curley’s wife” because she wanted to escape her life at home. She was not content just being “Curley’s wife”, she was lonely and unhappy. She was very flirtatious to the farm workers and caused herself to be labeled as a tramp, tart, and other names for promiscuous women. Her life at home was the reason why she wasn’t able to fulfill her dream of becoming a movie star. She had to get out, so she took the easiest option. To her marrying Curley was better than having to deal with her home life, she thought she could be content with that. Again her plan didn’t work for she was very lonely and depressed. Lennie killing her was her escape from the harsh reality of life. Her death also may have changed the lives of those around her for the better.  Perhaps she could have avoided her lonely life, but her destiny would have been the same. 

The death of Lennie may have caused the collapse of the farm dream. George killing Lennie not only changed his future, but also Candy’s as well. Lennie was the reason why George bothered to dream about something that, to him, sounded unattainable. Candy joining in was the reason why their dream seemed like it might come to reality. However, the death of Lennie may have changed the course of their directions.  Lennie was basically the driving force, he often reminded George of their dream, and he believed it could happen. George killing Lennie was inevitable. Lennie’s death was bound to happen sooner or later do to his actions. George made it easier and more meaningful to Lennie. His death was a release for him because he would be going off somewhere where he could pet as many animals as he wants without anyone stopping him. 

Fate was the main reason why the best laid plans of mice and men often go awry. Many alternative actions could have been taken, but the result will be the same. Many characters disclose that they are unhappy with their lives and that they dream of a life different from theirs. The circumstances are not the main reason but how the perceive it. Although their plans will fail and if they choose to accept failure and the life they have been given, they would of led a different life. It may not be the life that they hoped for, but they would have been contented. Curley’s wife was destined to die at that moment because of Lennie’s natural illness. Lennie was due to die at any point because of his actions. Their plans don’t happen because fate wouldn’t let it occur. However, fate does not force someone to be unhappy with his or her life, it is up to the person to continue to strive for his happiness, it is up to the person to make his or her life worth living. 

