
The major theme of evil in Macbeth is something that Shakespeare saw as beyond human comprehension.  I also think that Shakespeare considered evil much stronger than the forces of good. There are demonstrations of this throughout the play of Macbeth.

Macbeth started out in the play as a good, honest man. He had killed before, but only on the battlefield. He abruptly changed after the ruthless murder of King Duncan and his benevolent character turned cruel. Without thinking he slaughtered the king’s guards to ensure they did not talk. At this point, it could still be said that he was under his wife’s malevolent influence. With the hired killing of his old friend Banquo and MacDuffs entire family though, it is clear that evil had simply snuck up and had easily overcome him. By the end of the play Macbeth is but a shell of his former self, a numb killer. He expresses this by saying that, “Lifes but a walking shadow…” (Act 5, scene 5)

Similar to Macbeth, Lady Macbeth was also overwhelmed by evil. Unlike her husband though, the seed had been planted at some point long before the play began. It is unveiled when she first reads Macbeths note explaining the witches predictions. Immediately she decides that Duncan must be killed, showing her already wicked nature. In this sense, Lady Macbeth was much more susceptible to evils cruel grasp than her husband. I think I some point she becomes disturbed by her husband’s rash behavior, as only Duncan’s death was planned in the beginning. Evils affect on her was more internally expressed. She became a sleepwalker (inexplicably, because she certainly did not feel guilty for Duncan’s death, but felt it was necessary. An example of the mysteries behind the theme of evil) and the thought of Duncan’s death and images of his blood racked and tormented her brain. She exclaims, “…who would have thought the old man to have so much blood in him?”(Act 5, scene 1) , and at some point she is overwhelmed and takes her own life. One point for evil.

In the entire play, the main players of evil are the witches. They indirectly planted “the seed” of evil inside Macbeths head and then sabotaged his success. Whether at the beginning this was the plan or not, we do not know, but it is clear that they’re predictions were all true and Hecates sabotage was also a success.

