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Irving Goffman Summary
Dr, Erving Goffman received a Masters and Doctorate Degree from the University of Chicago in 1949 and 1953 respectively.  He studied sociology and social anthropology.  Primarily, Goffman practiced ethnography, that is participation and observation as opposed to statistical data gathering.  He was concerned with everyday and routine social actions.(Blackwood, online)

In his 1959 book, Presentation of Self In EveryDay Life, Goffman  essentially views everyday interaction as similar to that of an actor on stage.  Interaction is viewed as a "performance," shaped by environment and audience, constructed to provide others with "impressions" that are consonant with the desired goals of the actor (Barnhart, online).  This is something I can relate to, because I have been trained in acting, and find myself employing much of the same sort of analysis in how I act and perceive other people in day to day situations.  Such things as being diplomatic and dealing with people you are not wanting to interact with are essentially practical forms of the performance techniques we learn for the stage.
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