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Joseph Campbell Summary

Jospeh Campbell was an Irish-Catholic born man from New York State.  He studied Native American culture and was shaped by the dynamic tension between the perspective of Native American mythology and his Roman Catholic beliefs.  While studying in Munich he theorized that myths were artists were mythmakers and that myths were humankinds creative manifestations of universal needs to explain reality.

Campbell’s theorey is clearly something that most actors would agree with to a point.  At least, my experience is that theatre is clearly a modern form of myth.  The stories told in theatrical productions generally have a message behind them and that theyare intending to examine or explain some aspect of culture or society.  This fulfills the same need in today’s culture that ancient myths did for their respective cultures.  After a point, though, theatre differs quite a bit from mythology. While theatre examines and may try to explain spiritual and cultural concerns, I highly doubt that a play or production has ever been the main basis for a world view or religion.
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