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N.C. Rep. John Rhodes Responds to the Governor's State of The State address
A Response from The House - 
Raleigh, N.C.  - Tonight we have heard Governor Easley's continued drumbeat to take more and more of the citizen's money to pay for more and more of his programs. What the citizens of North Carolina need to understand first and foremost is that we do not have an income problem, North Carolina has a priority of spending crisis. The Governor mentions that the budgets passed in previous years did great things for North Carolinians, how can continued budget shortfalls, year after year after year be a good thing for North Carolina? The Governor believes that all we need to do is generate more revenue, throw more money at the issues to fix our problems. Additional revenue will not solve our problems, period.

Just recently, I had a constituent contact my office. His son is a fulltime student, is in graduate school, and is trying to do the best he can to provide for himself. He thought that he would be receiving a bit of  relief back on his taxes. At the federal level, he did okay, but when the computation on his tax return for the state was computed it took that which he had coming back to him. No doubt this money could have assisted this student and young person to get ahead and provide for himself, but shamefully will go for another wasteful state spending initiative.

"Mr. Governor, return back to my constituent the relief that Washington provided, that Raleigh is now, "shamefully" taking from him." 
In regards to growing jobs and economic development in North Carolina, we need to make North Carolina a more business friendly environment and affordable place to do business. Currently North Carolina is ranked the highest taxed state in the southeast and one of the highest taxed state in the country. We, as a state, will not foster lasting and sustainable economic development until we make North Carolina a more affordable and less regulated environment to do business. The Governor needs to understand that growing government jobs, is not North Carolina's idea of healthy job growth.

My colleagues and I look forward to embracing a spirit of cooperation and bi-partisanship. We look forward to members from across the aisle joining with us to fix the problems permanently, not continue to perpetuate them year after year after year through the same old failed policies of just providing more money and adding to the tax burden on the taxpayers of North Carolina.  My colleagues and I look forward to working with members of the House and Senate to pass a Taxpayer's Bill of Rights for North Carolina (TABOR), a fiscal "rescue package" which will reduce state spending, therein reduce the growth of government and future tax burdens on the citizens of our state. Immediately, we need to implement Zero-Based Budgeting that will go line by line through the budget to eliminate wasteful spending.

The broken promises year after year to "sunset"  the previously imposed sales tax that was promised to the citizens of North Carolina to go away. It still remains to this day. We urge the Governor and the legislature to keep their promise to the people of North Carolina this year and sunset this unneeded tax.

Finally, we ask that the Governor reach out in a spirit of cooperation and bi-partisanship to members of the opposing party to accept the policies that will effect a permanant solutions for the future of our great state not just extract more money from the hard working citizens of our state.

The solutions for a permanant cure are before us. We urge the Governor to fully cooperate and work with us for the taxpayers of North Carolina and the future of our great State of North Carolina.
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Republicans call Governor's Rhetoric
'Broken Promises and Poor Choices'
Raleigh, Feb 21 - Republicans in the state Senate expressed disappointment with Gov. Mike Easley's agenda, mapped out in his annual State of the State address, Monday evening.

Speaking before a Joint Session of both state House and Senate members in the Legislative Building, Gov. Easley delivered his budget message for the fiscal year beginning in July. We compliment the Governor on commitment to aid our services families, and on his support for character education and parental responsibility. 

We had hoped to be able to compliment the Governor on a proposal to eliminate the highest marginal income tax rates.

"We are disappointed, that he has decided to increase the overall tax burden on our citizens and fail to deliver on promises to reduce taxes." Broken promises and poor choices. The broken promise is higher taxes. The poor choices are the promotion of ever-expanding government spending rather than a serious examination of priorities to finding savings and efficiencies. Continued promotion of the lottery is a diversion to allow more and more spending. Rhetoric in favor or the lottery is a diversion to avoid examining how we spend the taxpayer's money. As we have repeatedly said, North Carolina does not have a revenue problem we have a spending problem. Another broken promise and poor choice is his failure tonight to say anything about protecting traditional marriage.

Nevertheless, we look forward to working with Democrats in the legislature to come up with a budget that keeps promises and meets the needs of our people, without raising taxes.  The structural problems addressed with the budget have not been addressed tonight, and we are confronted once again with what has become the annual funding crisis. The Governor, during his first term, appointed his own Commission of Savings and Efficiencies. Just last month, North Carolina Citizens for Business and Industry released a report card. North Carolina received a passing grade in only three of the eight categories. Now is the time to implement these cost saving measures.

Our budget problems present us with a great opportunity to examine the recurring and expansion budgets, from top to bottom. To take a close look at the possibilities presented by zero-based budgeting. And making each department account annually for their spending needs.

As the budget debate begins, Republicans will offer solid ideas in every area of state government, and we look forward to the challenge.
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