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Abstract

.

Mark Twain is well-known poet. He was one of the foremost American philosophers of his day; he was the world's most famous humorist of any day. Mark Twain was loved by many readers because of his writing and his true dignity to his characters. The language in his stories has caused conflicts as to whether he writes in a racism term.  

Samuel Langhorne Clemens also known as Mark Twain was an American writer, who won a worldwide audience for his stories such as, Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.  This man helps us to imagine what his childhood was like: embarrassment, the pranks and the sibling jealousy. But he writes, “A boys life is not all comedy, much of tragic enters into it” (Lombardi, 1997).


 After Mark Twain survived childhood, he led many different lives. He lived and worked all over the world, writing about his many experiences. Even through when there’s obvious bitterness related to some of his experiences, he infuses the narrative with humor. Even in tragedy, he is able to triumph through the power of language. He does, after all, have the last word” (Lombardi, 1997). Here is the story of Samuel Clemens, also well known as the incredible Mark Twain.


“Samuel Clemens, a journalist and a humorist was born on November 30, 1835 in Florida, Missouri. He was the sixth child of Jane and John Clemens. He spent majority of his boyhood years in Hannibal where his family moved in 1839” (Waisman, 1999). Twain was saddened by the loss of his father when he was only twelve years old in 1867. He moved on with his life and thought about one lifelong dream that he had. This dream was to become a steamboat man on the river. Did that dream really come true? “At the age of sixteen, he worked in his brothers company and wrote his first published sketches and worked as a printer. At the age of eighteen he continued his job as a printer in New York City and Philadelphia. Through those years, Mark’s dream did in fact come true when he met a steamboat man named Horace Bixby. He received his pilot’s license at the age of 23 after living two years of his life as a cub pilot (Waisman, 1999). Yes, in deed he worked as a cub pilot for two years while on the river but he also had many jobs that he did enjoy. “His newspaper career began while still a young boy in Hannibal. He has also published travel letters in the Hannibal Journal. As he grew older he became involved in mining and was focused to work in a quartz mill to support himself” (Waisman, 1999). He was very proud of what he had accomplished.



“Mark Twain married a beautiful 25 year old women whose name was Livy in 1870. The couple settled down in Buffalo, New York in a house that was purchased by her father. While stationed in New York, Mark worked on the Express as an editor. 

During this period the young couple was struck by tragedy. Livy was saddened by the loss of her father, her best friend had passed away and their first child Langdon was born premature and lived only two years of his life in sickly state. By June 1874, Mark and Livy’s second daughter Clara was born and their third and final child, Jean was born in 1880” Waisman, 1999). He finally settled down and began to write while vacationing in New York. The first story that he began to write was The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, an interesting myth of the endless summer of childhood pleasures mixed with terror. He also began to write Life on the Mississippi and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Those were the most popular stories written by such a talented poet.


One particular story that Mark Twain wrote was the sequel to Tom Sawyer called The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn caused a lot of turmoil and conflict with many of the readers. “Mark Twain was seriously accused of being a “racist writer,” whose writing is offensive to black readers, perpetuates cheap-slave-era stereotypes and deserves no place on today’s book shelves” (Salwen, 1996). “But what was the book really about? It’s about nothing less than freedom and the quest for freedom. It’s about a slave who breaks the law, risks his life to win his freedom to be reunited with his family and a white boy who becomes his friend and helps him escape” (Salwen, 1996).  “In recent years, there has been increasing discussion of the seemingly racist ideas expressed by Mark Twain in Huckleberry Finn. In some extreme cases the novel has even been banned by public school systems and censored by the public library” (Study World, 1996-2006). “This book has been the most frequently banned books in the history of literature, it raises issues of race relations, censorship, civil disobedience and adolescent group psychology as relevant today as they were in the 1880’s” (Johnson, 1996). “Interactions between the novel and American culture continue to influence critical perspectives on Huckleberry Finn to this day. Most importantly, increased sensitivity to issues related to racism in the United States since 1950’s has contributed to new issues being raised about Mark Twain’s portrayal of race relations” (Zwick, 1995-2006).

“Throughout the novel, society’s voice is heard through Huck. The racist and hateful contempt which existed at the time is at many times present. But, it is vital for the reader to recognize that Twain throughout the novel disputes these ideas. Twain brings out to the open the ugliness of the society and causes the reader to challenge the original description. In his subtle manner, he creates not an apology for slavery but a challenge to it” (Study World, 1996-2006). 


Now that Mark Twain has passed away, there still may be questions that readers would like to know and understand what was behind Mark Twains stories and what encouraged him to use such racism? His books are still on the shelves and readers are continuing to read his stories. All viewers have their own opinions and they are able let others know how they feel about stories that he wrote such as The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. But until than we should all look at Mark Twain as an excellent writer who would have wanted readers to enjoy his work. 
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