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Power Versus Pride

America has had its ups and downs throughout history.  It depends on the president and what the country is involved with.  It also depends on the current state of the world.  Naturally, peaceful times have been the better of the times.  Except for when war brought us out of depression, it has caused no good for America.  Some wars, of course, are worse than others.  One war that lays heavily on many veterans’ minds is the Vietnam War.  It was known for how it never seemed to have any point, yet thousands of soldiers died in its wake.  Everyone hoped that a war like that would never happen again.  The War on Iraq, however, seems to be slowly but surely approaching that status.  America went in there after dealing with Afghanistan and are now so deeply involved that they cannot hope to cleanly leave.  President George W. Bush has lead the country of opportunity into a bad situation.  Due to the War on Iraq, the United States has taken a blow to its power.
To begin with, the United States is beginning to fall into a state of unrest.  Less and less Americans are satisfied with how their country is as the years pass by.  They do not approve of where the US has been in the last couple of years, and they do not like where it seems to be heading in the coming years.  In the summer of 2006, the Pew Global Attitudes Project published a report that included many polls.  They were taken in almost fifteen different countries and covered different questions.  One of them was about the percent of the population that is satisfied with its state of nation.  In 2003 the United States stood at 50%.  In 2006, however, that percent was 29%.  Compared to the other countries in the survey United States has the fifth lowest percent.  In 2003 they had had the highest percent. (Global Attitudes 4). Countries with large discontentment among the citizens tend to have more trouble within their borders than countries that are satisfied with their current state.  If the United States is busy fighting wars amongst itself or with its government it will fall into a state of civilized chaos.  Secondly, America is currently dealing with its most disliked president.  George W. Bush is opinionated and tends to stick to his “gut feelings”.  This trait, which at first seemed to be all right, has citizens blaming him for their current strife in Iraq.  Last May, the Wallstreet Journal published an article that included the latest Harris Interactive Poll at the time.  The poll had involved calling 1,003 citizens of the United States and asking them how they think Bush is doing as a president.  As of then, the amount of negative feedback was a giant 71%.  (Harris _).  This percentage beats out Nixon, who had been America’s least liked president at 66% before this. (Swanson 1).  Nothing ever good comes out of disliking one’s leader.  America’s dislike of its own government has the opportunity to lead to more chaotic events.  Finally, prejudices in America have grown because of the war.  Of course the attack of 9-11 caused the anti-Arabian outlook to become apparent.  The war on Iraq, however, has caused this bigotry to continually grow.  By being at war with these people, the government is signaling to the American citizen that Arabians are not good people, and that they should be wary of them.  According to an article published on villagevoice.com, social psychologist Brian Nosek of the University of Virginia said, “I would hypothesize that the aftermath of 9-11—the Patriot Act, the war in Afghanistan, the war in Iraq—would do more to increase anti-Arab bias than 9-11 on its own." (Pyne 1).  Bigotry and prejudices have never made America a better place in the past.  Our only civil war was even based upon prejudice.  It almost always leads to some kind of social unrest or chaos.  One thing that makes a country powerful, is if its people stands behind its government.  America used to fall into that catergory.  Lately, however, Americans have begun to fight the government and themselves.   This makes the United States a much weaker country.
Finally, foreign opinion of America has gone down considerably in the last few years.  To begin with, the War in Iraq is seen as a threat to world peace by many nations.  In Late 2006, Britain and a few other countries took a poll involving what they thought of America currently.  69% in Britain believe that US policy has made the world less safe in 2001.  In Canada the percentage was 62%, and in Mexico it was 57%.  In Britain, only 7% also think that action in Iraq and Afghanistan has increased global security.  America’s current president is also seen as a threat to World Peace by 75% of Britains.  (Glover 2).  These three countries, along with others, believe that the United States and the War on Iraq are a threat to world peace.  If countries think that a country is a threat, than they do not trust that country.  Thus, in turn, their opinion of that country is not favorable.  Also, Bush has avoided the advice of other countries on major issues.  About a year after September 11th, Bush decided that America should go up against Saddam Hussein.  When other countries heard what he wanted to do, many of them advised against it.  No one knew for sure if Iraq was even attempting to make weapons of mass destruction.  They also did not agree with Bush’s reasoning of “pre-emptive self-defense”.  Some of them had a feeling that America going into the already unstable country of Iraq would just lead to something long and messy.  The government of America, however, paid no heed to the advice given by its allies and went in anyway.  Ignoring advice freely given is enough excuse for any country to lower their opinion of another.  This is amplified by the fact that these other countries had given good advice that could have prevented the sticky situation that the United States is currently in.  When foreign countries lower their opinion of a certain country, they are less likely to listen to them.  They are also less likely to give the country much respect at all.  Because of this, America is losing its respect and thus its power.  For, in present times, half a country’s power comes from what other countries believe they should receive.
The definition of a world power has changed over the ages.  It has become a more global reasoning than something completely determined by the country itself.  The United States of America has been considered one of the top world powers for decades.  Due to the effect of the War on Iraq, however, its place among the planet is dropping.  Foreign citizens no longer respect the country as much as they did years before.  It is considered to have a government that is hated by its people and thus hated.  Of America’s ups and downs, this is certainly one of the lower down points.  Hopefully the US finds a way to pull out of this quagmire before it reaches and exceeds the horror of Vietnam.
