Story of Ven Chakkupala

This story is about a blind Arahant monk named Chakkupala in Buddha’s time. So the monks had the question as to why the monk was blind as he is an Arahant being. They were wondering as to what the previous kamma the monk should have done in previous existence.


So the monks approached Buddha to ask this question. 

“Lord Buddha, what may be the deed Ven. Chakkhupala should have done in previous existence?”
“Monks, I would tell you the story if you like to listen to it.”
“Yes Lord Buddha, we like to know it.”
Then Buddha said, Ven. Chakkhupala was an eye surgeon in his previous birth. Oneday an eye-infectious woman came to him and said “Sir, I have no money. If you cure this, I would be the servant to you instead of paying fees.”


He nodded at her idea and cured the sickness. But she did not want to work for him, and said “I think you haven’t cured my sickness. Sorry I can’t work for you.” Then surgeon said “Well, there’s another treatment. That’s all I can do. Let’s see.”


What eye surgeon did was getting her to her previous state of infection. In another word make her blind again.


Because of this bad kamma Ven Chakkupala has become blind in this birth.



“Mind precedes all mental states. Mind is their chief; they are all mind-wrought. If with an impure mind a person speaks or acts, suffering follows him like the wheel that follows the foot of the ox.”


