How  Children  Should  Look  After  Their  Parents.


What are the real Duties towards our parents and reasons as to why these duties & obligations should be fulfilled.

The two persons to whom you can never repay your debt.  What two?  Your father and mother.  Even if you to carry or to keep your mother on one shoulder and your father on the other, for even a hundred years -supporting them, anointing them with  medicine,   bathing and massaging them, cleaning them- even this would not repay them.

            If a child thinks he can repay them for all that, his or her parents have done for him or her, he is wrong. Why?   Because even in this manner parents cannot be repaid for what they have done throughout the years for their children, to nourish them, introduce them to this world and to bring them up to where they are today.  It is said that even if a child keep his parents on the throne of  Sakka; the king of gods, his parents would not have been repaid or compensated for what they have done for them.  So even if you were to give them absolute rule over the whole world, this would not repay them.

However if a child is able to instil Saddha (i.e, faith) in a parent who has no Saddha; is able to instil Sila (i.e, virtue) in a parent who has no  virtue, is able to instil Pa¤¤a (i.e, knowledge and wisdom) in unwise parent, then that child would have repaid his or her debt of gratitude to his or her parents for all that they have done for him or her. So wise children, should therefore endeavour to instil faith, good qualities or virtue and knowledge and wisdom in their parents.

It should be borne in mind that the wise and noble admire and appreciate those children who look after the welfare of their parents.  Such children, it is said, are blessed with long life and they live in joy and happiness through out their lives.  Their wealth, strength and happiness, doubles and trebles and flow in advance.  And when they die, they are reborn in the celestial realms with supreme bliss.

Apart from all this, it is the duty of children who are born into civilized and cultured society and who have been brought up with great care and affection by the parents, to repay the great debt of gratitude they owe them for what they are to-day, by, at least looking after them when they are old.

So children should, therefore, keep all these points in mind and consider it as their duty, to endeavour  to understand the views of their parents and look after them to the best of their ability, treating them with great reverence by worshipful salutation, both by day and by night, for their own benefit, for both, now in this world and the next.

May, you all be victorious, may there be victory, joyous victory and may you all be well and happy!

                                                                      Prep: by V.V.Premawardena.       
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