Surfboard Pack Job 

Version 2.0 – March 2004

By Don Roberts

diroberts@mindspring.com
Here is how I packed my 3 boards on a trip to Tahiti (6/03) and to California (10/03). I came up with this version after reading a post by "Murph the Surf" on the SurferMag Bulletin Board so I have to give him credit with the overall concept. He said he came up with his version after years of travel. The overall concept results in a tapeless pack-job, which is fairly lightweight. Using this method I’ve only had only a few minor dings in my boards. 

Even if you don’t follow my directions to a “T”, I hope you find this information at least helpful and will pass on any learnings to the next surfer who needs help packing their boards for air travel. 

Spreadin’ the stoke, 

-Don aka ‘dazwright’ 

Atlanta, GA

Supplies needed: 

· A board bag (duh). I used a Destination Surf 3-4 board coffin. All my boards have FCS removable fins.

· 2-3 Medium sized bungee cords per board. A few smaller sized bungee cords can come in handy as well.
· 2 foam piping insulation tubes per board, one for each rail. Each tube is pre-cut down the entire length of the tube. These can be purchased at a larger Hardware store and run about $3.00 per. For each rail allocate one full length foam tube to be cut into two equal halves. Purchase 3 extra foam tubes which you’ll use at the very end; do NOT cut these. NOTE: If the piping has an adhesive inside edge covered with tape, I would NOT recommend taking off the tape from this adhesive side. 
· Two large rolls of bubble wrap purchased from an office supply store or Mail-Boxes ETC. store. $15.00 per roll. Be sure you get the bubble wrap that has the large ‘bubbles’ as you don’t want the smaller ones. When it comes to bubble wrap, size matters.
· One (1) old sleeping bag. $9.00 at a thrift store. 
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As Murph says, “Since almost ALL the airlines are charging enormous amounts of money PER SURFBOARD in each travel bag, you definitely want to keep the weight to a minimum. The main reason being that when you check in they're going to ask how many boards you have in the bag. If it's weighs any more than around 75-80 lbs you're going to have to open the bag and get the boards counted.” The way I look at it, you should always expect to be charged. In the end, it’s not the fees that the pack job is protecting you from; it’s the gorilla handlers who load your board into the cargo area.

I didn’t pack any towels or clothes in my board bag in order to keep the weight to a minimum. This was key. 

Step 1: 

With an empty board bag, I placed a long section of bubble wrap the entire length of the bag’s bottom. This was the first thing I put into the board bag. [I placed my longest board at the bottom of the bag]

Step 2: 

Take two of the foam piping insulation tubes and cut them EACH into two equal sections. The foam piping tube is used to protect your board’s rails. At this point you should have four mini-piping tubes of foam for each board. Standing your board on its tail, take one of the foam tubes and slide it onto the top part of one rail. Repeat for the other rail. 
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Step 3: 

Take one bungee cord and use it to secure the foam piping tubes onto the board. Without the bungee cords the foam tubes started to “pop off”. While your board is standing up, and foam tubes on both rails, wrap the bungee cord around the board so that it secures the tubes.

IMPORTANT: If your bungee cords have a metal end (which most do), it is VERY important that you use place bubble wrap between your board and the bungee cord’s metal end (see Pic G). Some of my bungee cords had ‘loops’ with a plastic end piece and these were the best to work with. See pic B. Repeat step 2 and 3 for the tail section of the board. You will use 1 bungee cord for the 2 foam tubes at the top of the board, and 1 for the 2 foam tubes at the bottom of the board. 

Step 4: 

Lay your first board along with the attached foam piping on top of the long piece of bubble wrap at the bottom of the board bag (Step 1). Lay another long piece of bubble wrap on the top of the board you just placed into the bag. I feel that a layer of bubble wrap on top and below the board helps create some extra ‘give’ between boards. 

Step 5: 

Once your board is in the bag, wrap the nose and tail with quite a bit of bubble wrap. You can use smaller bungee cords to secure the bubble wrap if needed. Be generous with the bubble wrap.

Step 6: 

For the second board (the board placed in the middle), I repeated Steps 2 to 4 and then placed this board inside the old sleeping bag (see Pic F). This was my newest board so I wanted to give it a little more protection. I then went to step 5 and used bubble wrap for the nose and tail (on the outside of the sleeping bag). Repeat above steps for each board as necessary. 
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Step 7: 

At the very end, I had three left over full-length tubes of piping insulation. Use one of the remaining full-length tubes to place down the entire left side of the board bag; this was an extra bit of padding for the left portion of the bag. Repeat for the right side with the other full-length tube. I did not cut these 2 foam tubes. You still have one last full-length tube of foam piping. 

Pic G. 



Pic H. – Ready to Go!
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Step 8:

If you have any remaining bubble wrap, add it where you feel necessary. Emphasis should be on the nose and tail. Cut the last full length piping tube into two equal halves, one for the nose of the bag, and one for the tail portion of the bag. Take both half tubes and bend them over across the nose and tail of the board so that they are ‘arched’ over the top of the each section of your board. The arched approach helps for any bumps that come from the top of the board bag. See pic H. 

