Water Filtration/Purification Terms

Screening is the first process that water goes through as it enters the filtration plant.  During this process, large coarse screen filled with tiny microscopic are put through the water entering the plant.  This removes solids and small particles of unwanted drinking material to be removed from the sewage water.

Sedimentation is the water treatment process when the water that has been previously screened is then put into large steel drums for long periods of time.  During this time, large floating objects and other substances that are not removed by the screening process are allowed to sink to the bottom of the drums.

Filtration is the process of removing smaller, microscopic particulate matter from the previously treated water by moving it through a porous medium.  Sand is often used and the water passes through so liquid and only liquid can pass through.  Although sand is common, many other substances are often used that filter it according to a micron value (your kidney filters water to .001 microns).

