Primary(
· Materials containing firsthand evidence of historical events, usually recorded by someone who participated in, witnessed, or lived through the event. Physical objects such as arrowheads, furniture, or documentary films can be primary sources. Your college transcript is a primary source that describes the history of your academic experience. 


· First hand accounts, original works, or original research. Primary sources may  include diaries, letters, or other personal papers; photographs, interviews and transcripts; newspaper clippings; government records; or other historical records. Authoritative documents used to prepare Secondary Sources. 


· Materials that were produced at the time of the event or idea under study. Primary sources provide the intimacy and the immediacy of an on-the-scene perspective that cannot be recaptured in distant, often refiltered and reinterpreted history. The thesis is often less of stated proposition and more of a subtle revelation. Back. 

Secondary(
· Works that are not original manuscripts, contemporary records, or documents associated with an event, but which analyze, evaluate, interpret or criticize primary sources. 


· Secondary sources in traditional legal research are either commentaries on the primary sources of law, or finding tools used to locate the primary sources of law. Texts, periodical articles, and encyclopedias are examples of commentaries. Digests, citators and indices are examples of finding tools. 


· Materials contianing the research findings of someone who lived after the event being studied. A secondary source often relies on primary (as well as other secondary) sources. 

