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John Ashcroft has had a negative influence on the world in 2003, mainly dealing with the freedoms he has stripped the US citizens of.  In the past year, the US has initiated and ended a war with Iraq.  While the choice to go to war was not unanimous, it was clear that Saddam Hussein had to be removed from power.  Saddam was removed because in addition to the suspicion of possessing weapons of mass destruction, the Iraqi people were being harshly treated by their dictator.  The Iraqi’s were stripped of freedom, expressing the need for change.  The US Army’s main goal in the confrontation was for freedom in Iraq…and freedom is what our political system is based upon here in the US.  But what happens if the US government takes away freedom from its own people and its captives in order to win the war in Iraq?  Who would do such a thing?  John Ashcroft, a very negative influence. 
“He is not the person who should be entrusted with the significant responsibilities of the attorney-general,” says Judith Schaefer, a civil rights activist, who is entirely true in my opinion.  In the past few months, Ashcroft has been campaigning to rally national support for the USA Patriot Act, an act that removes certain civil liberties.  It gives the government authority to monitor all voice, data, and computer transmissions and it increases the president’s authority over the country.  In addittion, it allows for special “wartime exception” to our law, for example, being minimally disloyal.  This, while trying to protect us from terrorism, has sacrificed too much, I think.
One of his most significant actions is set apart from them all.  In late August, Ashcroft had been criticized with the harsh treatment of Iraqi detainees in Guantanomo. They had been abused, denied their lawyers, and deprived the basic protections of our law system.  
John Ashcroft, while trying to protect the US, denies the American public the exact freedoms for which we are fighting for in Iraq.
