



     DREAMS

In this essay I will be explaining how Walter Mosley used dreams to describe what his protagonist Socrates Fortlow is going through and how Socrates has changed.

In “Equal Opportunity”, Socrates had a dream that he was in a cell with a flickering fluorescent light, which would not let him read or sleep. Socrates tells the guard that the light was bothering him. The guard who is named Bennett told him to put a pillow over his face “ But I won’t be able to breath!” Socrates told him. Bennett said that he really didn’t care and walked away. Socrates grew killer angry, took the ball that he had in his hand and broke the light.

 
I feel that this dream was to show Walter Mosley’s readers how twenty years ago Socrates had no self-control. He would get upset at the slightest thing like the light and without a thought would kill or in this case break a light. 

Now Socrates has more control, like in the supermarket, he wanted to take his knife to stab the manager because she got him upset. He sharpened his knife and was going to take it with him to the supermarket, but he realized that would be out of control and that can put him back in jail. He also thought that the old Socrates would have done it and he wants to keep that Socrates far away. So he left the knife at home and went to talk the problem out with the manager without violence.

This showed me how Socrates has changed from the out of control person he was twenty years ago to a more controlled person who is slowly changing his life.

In the chapter “Marvin Street” Socrates has another dream. In this dream he hears a voice calling him and he goes to find it. It was a man who wanted Socrates to dig up black people’s bodies.

Mosley wants his readers to see what he is trying to say with this dream. In my opinion Walter Mosley is showing how he feels guilty about killing the man and woman twenty years ago. When the man wanted him to dig up the bodies, I think Socrates wished he could bring back the two people he killed, so that he can sleep better with no guilt and a free conscience.

Also he feels bad because he is not helping his black community, he is just bringing them more down and helping the white people have more of a reason to hate them and think of them as nothing but animals. This was a way for Walter Mosley to show how one man’s actions can affect his whole community and his race. If Socrates would have spent that time with helping the people that needed help instead of him killing his own kind then he would not have wasted twenty years of his life.          
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