P is for Pre-Write 

The first step in the writing process, the "P" in "POWER," stands for pre-write. What does the prefix "pre-" mean? Yes, it means "before." Our first step occurs before we actually start writing a formal draft. The first step is to develop an idea or subject to write about. Sometimes this will be assigned to you, and sometimes you will have the freedom to do this on your own. The most important aspect of pre-writing is not to take it for granted! Take the time to get as many ideas down on paper and out of your head as possible. Remember, as writer Mark Van Doren once said, "Bring ideas in and entertain them royally, for one of them may be king." Not all of your ideas will be ones that you want to pursue, but you still have to get them out of your head to make room for the next idea that will potentially be the one that works for you. 

Possible pre-writing strategies include the following: 

-Observing, Imagining, and Reflecting, and then Writing About It! 

-Keep a Reader's/Writer's Journal 

-Journal Writing - Write on a regular basis in a personal journal. Explore your personal feelings, develop your thoughts, and record the happenings of each day. Keep track of ideas in your personal writing that you would like to explore in writing assignments or for more public writing.

-Brainstorm Ideas and Lists of Potential Topics 

-Freewrite - Write non-stop for five or ten minutes to discover possible writing ideas. Begin with a particular idea in mind or not. Don't think--just write freely and rapidly. You might even freewrite in response to music, ideas, experiences, photographs, advertisements, artwork, etc. Afterwards, underline ideas that might serve as starting points for your assignment. 

-Clustering/Webbing - Begin a cluster with a nucleus word (a word in the middle that is related to your writing topic or assignment). Record words and ideas that come to mind while thinking of this word. Don't pick and choose--record every word! Circle each word as you write it, and draw a line connecting it to the closest related word. 

-Doodling! You would be surprised at the stories you could come up with based on the drawings you scribble in the corner of your notebook pages. 

-Read! Books are an endless supply of ideas, inspirations, and experiences. 

-Use Writing Prompts such as "Best and Worst, Firsts and Lasts"; "What If . . . and How About . . .?"; "It Could Only Happen To Me"; "Deep Thoughts"; etc. 

  

O is for Organize 

The second step in the writing process after you have all of your ideas (on a given topic or subject that you come up with on your own) out of your head and onto paper is to begin to organize them! In this step, you want to reflect on the ideas that you have generated and develop a focus. What will be the main subject of your writing? What idea or ideas do you want to keep and which ones do you want to get rid of or save for a later piece of writing? What kind of order do you want to put your ideas in so that they will make sense to your reader? 

As you organize your ideas and plan your piece of writing, always consider your audience and purpose. Who will you be writing for? What type of audience? What will the purpose of your piece be--to entertain, to inform, to persuade, etc.? Considering both your audience and purpose will help you to organize your ideas and choose what particular type or genre of writing to pursue. 

Possible ways to organize your ideas include the following: 

-Create an Outline 

-Focused Freewrite 

-Arrange ideas in Groups that go together 

-Create an Advanced Cluster/Web 

-Cubing - Take an idea or topic and imagine it as a cube. Then focus on looking at it from each of its six sides: 1) Describe it 2) Compare it 3) Associate it 4) Analyze it 5) Apply it 6)Argue for it or against it. 

-Number your Ideas as they might appear in your piece of writing 

-Answer the 5 W's of Writing about your topic - Who? What? When? Where? Why? (Add How? to cover all of your bases!) 

-Use Index Cards to arrange ideas/notes (particularly helpful with research) 

  

W is for Write 

Now that you have your ideas out of your head, onto paper, organized in some manner that makes sense to you, you are ready for step three of the writing process. Use your organized ideas to begin a first draft of your piece. 

Possible forms of writing include the following: 

-Personal Writing - journals, logs, diaries, freewriting, clustering, listing, informal essays and narratives, brainstorming, letters, etc. 

-Creative Writing - poems, myths, plays, stories, anecdotes, sketches, essays, letters, songs, jokes, parodies, screenplays, novels, mysteries, etc. 

-Subject Writing - reports, reviews, letters, research papers, essays, news stories, interviews, instructions, manuels, etc. 

-Persuasive Writing - editorials, letters, cartoons, research papers, essays, advertisements, slogans, pamphlets, petitions, commercials, etc. 

As you continue with the writing process, shaping and re-shaping your ideas, you will surely write additional drafts before completing your trek to "reach the peak" with your final draft. 

  

E is for Edit 

After completing a first draft, the fourth step is to read over and edit your piece of writing. Before asking another person to edit your piece, you should take the time to read and edit yourself. If you're not willing to do this for your own piece, why should you expect someone else to edit it for you. In turn, you should always be willing to edit for someone else. Be sure that you establish guidelines with whomever you are editing with as to how you will mark one another's drafts. Also consider having conferences with one another after reading and editing each other's papers. You will benefit from oral as well as written feedback. Feedback should be both positive and constructive. Remember, a positive response is the type of feedback that you will want as well! Once you have gathered feedback from your editors, you are ready for revision. 

Possible editors might include: 

-First of all, YOURSELF! 

-Peers, friends, siblings 

-Adults including parents or other family members or family friends 

-Teachers 

-Professional editors if you submit writing to be published 

  

Possible feedback addressed in editing might include: 

-Does the work makes sense? 

-Do you reach your audience? 

-Do you achieve your purpose? 

-Is the content strong? 

-Are my words spelled correctly? 

-Have I used capitalization and punctuation correctly? 

-Have I paragraphed correctly? 

-Is my use of language appropriate for the type or genre of writing that I'm composing? 

  

R is for Revise 

Once you have gathered feedback from an editor or multiple editors, then you are ready to begin revising your piece of writing. In this fifth step of the writing process, you want to use the feedback you have received to make changes and improvements to your piece, and write another draft. In fact, you will probably go back and forth between the Edit and Revise steps several times before composing your final draft! Always re-consider those questions in the Edit section each time you complete a new draft of a given piece.
