Journalism

Prerequisites: None







Credits: .5

Objective: The purpose of this course is to provide a basic understanding of 21st century journalism. The course will focus on the attitudes, skills, and technology that reporters use within our quickly changing multimedia environment. 

Journals: Students will keep a DAILY journal that is intended to further enhance their writing skills. Each day students will pick up their journal, and immediately begin working on them for the first 10 minutes of class. Students are required to remain knowledgeable about current events through various media sources outside of school, and be able to articulate this through writing. There is a ½ page requirement per entry. Students enrolled in Journalism must obtain a notebook or folder with blank paper. The teacher will randomly collect entries; therefore, students must have their journals each day. Each journal entry is worth 10 points. In addition, no inappropriate language or subjects will be tolerated.

Workshop:  This class is a writing workshop and all students must maintain an environment that will allow students to write productively. During class, those students who continually talk, are disruptive, and exhibit inappropriate behavior will receive a check for the day. After 3 checks students will receive an hour, and be asked to leave the class. Students are encouraged to appeal Thursday evening, during the Summit Staff Meeting, if they feel they have received hours unfairly.

Summit Newsletter: Each week the class will investigate stories, write, edit and publish a school newsletter. Students will be placed in groups and each group will be assigned a specific topic that they will write about. Collectively, each group will write articles, edit, take pictures, design the layout, and publish one page of the class newsletter.  Each group’s page is due Monday at the start of class. Upon receipt of each page, the teacher will combine and distribute them throughout the school district. Remember, it is impossible to complete an assignment early; if you think you are done you are not! Your newsletter can always be improved, so you must continue to revise and edit your work until the deadline. Students are required to use the P.O.W.E.R. writing process to edit their articles. Students are expected to work as a team, meet deadlines, and remain objective at all times. Your work will be read and seen by many people, so do your best. Late articles and newsletters will not be accepted. In addition, you must save your individual article, and turn in an individual hardcopy each Monday. 

Portfolio:  Students are required to produce individual portfolios reflecting all articles completed in class, including original drafts, revisions, finished pieces, and completed group pages. The completed portfolio is the equivalent of the final exam for the course. Students who turn in poorly designed, unorganized and incomplete portfolios will receive an automatic “E” for the course. 

Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the act of wrongfully taking another's words, ideas, or the like, and representing them as one's own. It will not be tolerated! See the Summit High School Handbook for disciplinary consequences. 
Course Breakdown: 

Daily Attendance: 5 pts per day (25 pts per week)

Daily Journal: 10 pts each (Entries are graded randomly)

Daily Assignments: 5-50 pts

Tests: 100 pts each

Weekly Articles: 100 pts each (8 total)

Group Page: 100 pts each (8 total)

Portfolio: 1000 pts 

Student Acknowledgment: I have read and understand the terms of this syllabus. I agree to put forth my best efforts to achieve a grade that reflects my commitment to learning and graduating. In addition, I understand that the teacher reserves the right to revise or change this syllabus at anytime. 

Signature:

Date:

Grade Expected:

