Government

              Prerequisites: None




    Credits: .5

Objective:  This course will provide students with an overview of American national politics and government including the structure and function of the executive, legislative and judicial branches, as well as the American political party system. Furthermore, students will develop the ability to think politically and exercise their duties and privileges of citizenship responsibly.

Journals:  Students will keep a DAILY journal. Each day the teacher will provide the class with a journal topic; together the students and teacher will discuss the prompt, and in their journals the students will either pose a solution to the issue, or give their opinion on the issue. There is a ½ page requirement per entry and handwriting and overall neatness is graded. An entry that is illegible, or does not meet the length requirement will receive an automatic zero.

Projects:  During the term the students will work on a large project, where they develop a constitution and governmental system for a deserted island on which they have been stranded. This project will encompass both prior knowledge of the U.S. government and the new knowledge they have gained from the course. 

Class Court: Students will participate in the judicial process by conducting a courtroom trial. Trials will be conducted at the teacher’s discretion. The teacher will appoint two students, one judge and one prosecutor, for each trial. The teacher will act as the police and determine when major deviations of classroom policy occur. Once the teacher identifies that a student has committed a major deviation, it will be the job of the prosecuting attorney to collect evidence and administer the case. The penalty sought by the prosecuting attorney will be determined prior to the trial after consultation with the teacher.  The student on trial, will have the option of picking a peer to act as his or her defense attorney or to defend himself or herself. It is the duty and privilege of the remaining students to act as the jury.

Course Breakdown:

Daily Attendance: 5%

Daily Journals: 20 %  (Entries are graded randomly)

Project: 15%

Daily assignments and participation: 30%

Quizzes: 30%

Extra Credit: 2% (Given at the teacher’s discretion)

Student Acknowledgment:  I have read and understand the terms of this syllabus. I agree to put forth my best efforts to achieve a grade that reflects my commitment to learning and graduating. In addition, I understand that the teacher reserves the right to revise or change this syllabus at anytime.

Signature:

Date:

Grade Expectation:

