Current Problems

Prerequisites: None







Credits: .5

Objective:

The purpose of this course is to provide students with an in depth study of current events within our society and world. The course will be student led and focus on relevant topics found in the daily news. Also, the course will focus on additional topics of interest such as the War on Terrorism,  the Israeli-Arab Conflict, World Poverty and others.

Journals: 
Students will keep a DAILY journal. Each day the teacher will provide the class with a journal topic; together the students and teacher will discuss the prompt, and in their journals the students will either pose a solution to the issue, or give their opinion on the issue. There is a ½ page requirement per entry and handwriting and overall neatness is graded. An entry that is illegible, or does not meet the length requirement will receive an automatic zero.

Daily Activities:

Each day students will SILENTLY watch various news programs provided by the teacher. In addition, the teacher will frequently provide articles to read. After watching the news or reading an article, the class will conduct a whole class discussion.

PowerPoint:

Each student will create a 15-slide PowerPoint on a current topic that they find of particular interest. The topic chosen must be significant, appropriate for school, and current. All topics must be verified with the teacher. The student will present the PowerPoint.

Research Paper:

Each student will write a 2- 4 page, in depth, case study that investigates a current problem within the world. The topic chosen must be significant, appropriate for school, and current. All topics must be verified with the teacher. Papers will be typed, 12 pt. font, and double-spaced. The student will present the case study to the class.

Rules:

Students who continually talk, are disruptive, and exhibit inappropriate behavior while watching videos, or reading will receive a zero for daily participation. 

Course Breakdown:

Daily Attendance: 10%

Daily Journal: 30% (Entries are graded randomly)

Daily Assignments and Participation: 30%

Projects: 30%

Student Acknowledgment:

I have read and understand the terms of this syllabus. I agree to put forth my best efforts to achieve a grade that reflects my commitment to learning and graduating. In addition, I understand that the teacher reserves the right to revise or change this syllabus at anytime. 

Signature:

Date:

Grade Expected:

