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Lev 18:1-5

1
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,

2
"Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, 'I am the LORD your God.

3
'You shall not do what is done in the land of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to do what is done in the land of Canaan where I am bringing you; you shall not walk in their statutes.

4
'You are to perform My judgments and keep My statutes, to live in accord with them; I am the LORD your God.

5
'So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does

(NAS)

We are here foremostly to offer praise to God.  Today I have some special praise to give, because through the power of God working in Sandra and I,  that is, not through our own will, we have obeyed the advice carried in one of the ten commandments which says

“Do not commit adultery” in other words, “Do not do anything very involved, outside of the relationship of marriage.”

Obeying God’s advice and commands can only be achieved through the work of God, so I thank him here and now for his loving support.  Yes, I thank God, because our relationship has grown firmer like a house being built , one stage at a time, until the time of marriage.

What a great God we have!

Now to the message.  Another of the ten commandments says,

“Do not steal”  I can tell you definitely that I could go into the shop over the street and steal a number of chocolate bars, and no human being would ever be any the wiser that I had done it. 

I know that that is possible, and easy for me to do.

But I have no intention of doing so.  Why is that?

Well it is not through worry about being caught.  It is simply because I honour God any make every effort to keep to his ways.


My last message referred to peace.  

I looked at the book of Hebrews.

This text leads the writer to encourage the readers to seek that superior rest, which he goes on to imply is found in Christ.

So the appeal is made, God still appeals to us, from David’s time on, not to harden our souls in rebellion but to enter his rest.

He says, "Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts."

But “today” does not last forever.

Life comes to an end.  The promise can be missed.

In Hebrews 4 verse 13 we find this, 

“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.”(NIV)

It is a warning that nothing and no-one can be hidden from the sight of God.  Every creature is said to be open, literally naked, 

which stresses complete exposure before God.  In addition it is said to be laid bare, a colourful term, which only occurs here in the New Testament.  It is a wrestlers expression for bending back an opponent’s neck in such a way that they cannot move.  It is as if God ensures that no-one can hide his face from eyes of God; his head is pushed back so as to be In  the full view of God.  

As  followers of Christ we seek to do what God asks us to do because we know that he is observing us, and that we will be open before him in judgement.

Perhaps stealing is not the best of the ten commands to illustrate the following point, but nevertheless.

 What advantage is there for us  in having not taken part in a something that you could enjoy?  

I certainly hope that I would enjoy eating the chocolate.

 Well, even before coming closer to God, I had the feeling that you should not.  Now, I can definitely tell you that I consider God’s advice contained in the line, “Don’t commit steal” to be good.

I am very sure that God has given each one of us some great advice within his commandments.

A manufacturer should know a thing or two about what his product should do, shouldn’t he.

Yet, as human beings, we tend to focus on our own ideas first.

Airfix
I put great worth in the original inspired word of God, as handed to us in the Bible.  I do try to fufil God’s wishes, with his help, as best as I can.   God’s word can be trusted always.

I have mentioned before what the real alternatives to trusting God’s word are.  Whatever someone’s argument is, it will always return to these two devilish thoughts.

1

“If you don’t trust God’s word completely, you are calling him a liar”.

2

“If you don’t believe the Bible message comes from God, you are saying God  is incapable of getting a clear message across. 

How many people would wish to subscribe to those statements if they realised that their philosophies led to them?



But here, in the fellowship of the Messiah, we believe and follow through God’s power because we know something of the big picture.  My next illustration came to me on Friday in a fish shop.  There on the wall were adverts for the Lifeboat Service.

The Lifeboats rely to a great extent on donations from wellwishers.

It struck me that I would be far more likely to donate to the Lifeboat service if I had been saved by them..  We are far more likely to get involved if it relates to us directly.

As far as God’s advice and commandments go, I realised that we are more likely to become involved with them, to follow them, because we have a relationship with God, and because he has already saved us.

I am far more likely than you to do voluntary work for the Parkinson’s Disease Society because my father suffers from that illness.

If we were to follow the comands precisely, would it be any benefit to us?  Would it save us from our sinful nature and get us into eternal life?

No, the key to that is faith.

The most that our obeying God does, is to increase his glory.

Break here
The letter of Romans gives us useful commentary.

Chapter 5 begins by saying that we have peace with God through the things that Jesus the Christ has done on our behalf. 

But the question I want to raise here is, are we perfect? 

Do we never sin?

Of course, we do.  But....

Chapter 6 starts by saying, “We died to sin, how can we live in it any longer?”

In verse 12 of Ch 6 it says,  


“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey its lusts,
and do not surrender any part of yourselves to sin {as} instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members {as} instruments of righteousness to God.  For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law, but under grace.”(NAS)

We do not mean to sin, yet don’t you find that we do so anyway?



Read what Paul has to say in Rom 7:14-19

“We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.”

I do not understand what I do. For I don’t do what I want to do,

but ,what I hate I do.
And if I do what I don’t want to do, I agree that the law is good.  


As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me.


I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 


For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do-- this I keep on doing.”

You can almost hear Paul screaming out about his predicament! He continues:
“What a wretched man I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death?
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! “

May the Holy Spirit impress God’s word on our hearts! 

