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Readings:  Leviticus 17:11 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood; and I have given it to you for making atonement for your lives on the altar; for, as life, it is the blood that makes atonement.  

Exodus 24:1-8.  

 Then he said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and worship at a distance.   Moses alone shall come near the LORD; but the others shall not come near, and the people shall not come up with him."   

Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice, and said, 

  "All the words that the LORD has spoken we will do." 

And Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD.   He rose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and set up twelve pillars, corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel. 

He sent young men of the people of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed oxen as offerings of well being to the LORD. 

Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and half of the blood he dashed against the altar.   Then he took the book of the covenant, and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said,   "All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient." 

Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said,  

  "See the blood of the covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words."

Reading:  Matthew 26:26-28. 

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, "Take, eat; this is my body." 

Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.


Two weeks ago I stood here and spoke about what a sacrifice means.  I talked about the fact that a sacrifice always has to do with relationship.  Sacrifices in the time of the Old Testament were a part of the relationship shared between God and His people.  The nature of a sacrifice is to reinforce the significance of the relationship between God and His people.  

It was meant to show that relationships do not just happen.  They come at a cost.  

I think that this lesson is one that sorely needs to be learned today.  

People today, do not understand that to enter into a relationship with someone requires a sacrifice on the part of both parties.


This lack of understanding costs us dearly.  It costs us quality in all of our relationships.  Often our relationships are cheap and easily discarded.  We live in a throw away society where the philosophy is so often, use it until it is no further use to me and then toss it in the bin.  We often treat our relationships in a similar manner.  If a marriage does not work throw it away and get a new one.  If our friends do not live up to our expectations throw them away and get new ones.  If our church does not meet our expectations then I can just throw it away and get a new one.  After all there are plenty more out there.  Why not just keep trying until I find what fits and does not chafe or irritate me. It can so often be about me, me, me.  Loyalty is often so hard to find.


The other night I was at the bus stop waiting for a bus to come.  

As I stood there 3 men came out of the snooker club to catch a bus.  

They were talking rather loudly about one of the friends that they had just left.  They were rather upset with his attitude and so they were going home, and they were now sure that he was back in the club calling them behind their back.  As they continued in there conversation it became clear that they had been in the habit of meeting to play snooker together with this man for some time.  It had been a regular weekly occurrence.  They were now considering putting an end to this arrangement, which had gone on for some years because they no longer enjoyed their friend's company.


This same saga is repeated around the world day in and day out in all sorts of relationships.  Wives and husbands abandon each other, parents abandon their children, brothers and sisters abandon their siblings, and friends abandon old friendships.  It is all enough to make a person wonder if there is any hope for relationships.  I think that as much breakdown in relationships as we see, God sees more.  He knows the hearts and souls of all people that have ever lived and of those that are alive today.  I think that He has very lovingly and cleverly provided an example of what true relationship is all about.  The relationship between God and His son.  A relationship that has existed since before time:  a relationship of love, and the sacrificial nature that is beyond even the imagination of the greatest minds of history.


It was out of the loving relationship between God and His son that the universe was created.  Eternity itself could not contain the magnitude of the love of God for His Son and the love of His Son for Him.  God created a universe and beings with which to share this love and with which to share a relationship.  God was in the habit of walking with the first man in the Garden of Eden.  He shared a special relationship with him.  In time that relationship was broken through the power of rebellion that led to shame and selfishness.  Then God sought to restore the relationship with His lost children, but so badly damaged was the relationship that it would take something of supreme magnitude to heal the expansive breech.


Through His great patience and perseverance God sought to heal the breach.  He sought His children and he sought relationship with them, but they had become totally untrustworthy and unable to enter into relationship with God.  The words of Proverbs 20:6 encompassed all of mankind:  

Many proclaim themselves loyal, but who can find one worthy of trust?  

No one was worthy of trust.  No one could be trusted to honour a relationship with God.  The Old Testament is filled with examples from beginning to end of people who failed to remain loyal to God.  Through it all though God remained loyal and sought a relationship with man.  

The key stood in the sacrifices.


Sacrifices were animals that were offered to God in order to repair the breech.  They were symbols of one life poured out to save another.  

Their life was poured out in order to repair the damage caused by disloyalty.  The blood was the symbol of life.  Blood came to have a tremendous symbolic value as it still does today.  Think of all the flags of the world and how many of them contain red as a symbol of blood.  Blood that has been or would be shed for the principles of that nation.  Blood is a symbol of life.  

In the Old Testament blood came to symbolise purification.  Disloyalty to God must be cleansed with blood, with life.  Blood could make atonement for disloyalty to God.


The purpose of the New Covenant is to restore and to guarantee our relationship with God.  Our covenant with God is based upon the words that have passed between God and us.  They set the nature of our relationship with God.  They set the terms that define loyalty in that relationship.  

The words of the Bible set the terms whereby our relationship with God exists.  It is an unequal covenant.  God is superior in every way and there is no sense in which we have any right whatever to make a demand on God.  We have been disloyal to Him even to the point of forgetting who He is.  Many even claim that God does not exist at all.  Despite all of this and more God desires a relationship with us.


God has sought a relationship with us throughout the history of humanity, as He still does to this day.  The ultimate expression of God's desire to have a relationship with mankind is demonstrated at the cross.  God was willing to die for us in order to heal the breech.  He was willing to allow His lifeblood to be spilled in order to restore relationship with humanity.  

He was willing to display to the world the pinnacle of what it means to love in a sacrificial manner.  He walked shrouded in pain in a world filled with disloyalty and mistrust he paid the price of our disloyalty and of our mistrust.  He sacrificed His life for us.  He displayed to us the true nature of what relationship means and the depth of God's loyalty to us.


God chose before time began to seal His relationship with us in a solemn covenant written in His own lifeblood drained from his servant body.  His love for us is supreme.  No one could or can offer more.  God offers us His very life to demonstrate His commitment to a relationship with us.  

The signs of covenant may come in many forms.  Marriage covenants are marked by ceremony, with rings and in our modern times photographs and videos to help us to remember our vows of covenant.  As those who desire to accept the restoration of our relationship with our creator God there are signs too.  We participate in the ceremony of baptism.  Each week we meet together with others of like minds in order to help remind each other and encourage each other in our relationship with God.


A part of that coming together is a great act of remembrance that Jesus inaugurated on the night before he faced his crucifixion.  

The Lord's Supper or the communion.  A time of solemn remembrance and mysterious fellowship with our God.  On the night Jesus was betrayed he inaugurated this act of remembrance with the words,  '…Do this in remembrance of me.'  He introduced into the idea of covenant the concept of sacrifice on a level undreamt of in the history of God's people:  

God dying for His people's disloyalty, for their sin.  He did this and asks us to remember what He did, so that we would not lapse into disloyalty again.  So we would not make His sacrifice to be in vain.  Not that it could be in vain for Him, but for us.


The sacrifice of Christ is in vain for us if it does not bring us into a restored relationship with God.  That is the goal of this great outpouring of sacrificial love.  When we come together each week it is to remember this, and in that remembering letting His great love become more and more a part of our being, of our life.  It is a time to let His life of love and sacrifice infect us with a sense of forgiveness.  It is a time when we should let the cares of this life be put into proper perspective.  Whatever problems you may have, they can pale into insignificance compared with the love that God has for you.  He died for you.  No one will ever love you more.  The blood of the covenant is for us a symbol of the ultimate love: the ultimate desire of God to restore a relationship with us.


We are asked to remember the covenant, the covenant of God's love.  He never wants us to forget. He never forgets.  In 1 Chronicles we have these words 16:15 Remember his covenant forever, the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations.  Remembering that we are not unloved or alone.  We are not orphans.  We are God's children, His beloved children and He shed not only tears for us but His very life: His blood.  

He will never give up on us and reminds of this each week that we come together.  Remember the words of the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5:1   Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
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