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Introduction:
The Olympic Games is a very challenging subject to study with any accuracy

unless one takes time to read the literature extensively. The reason for this is that
evidence on the Olympics is so scarce, difficult to interpret, and scattered throughout
such a long period of time that very few accurate generalities can be made.' As a result,
many books are written trying to piece together information about specific aspects of the
games. The purpose of this paper is to give the reader a basic outline of the athletics of
the Olympic festival (of which the main occasion was religious®) — a skeleton structure so
to speak — and, after having provided it, to suggest to the reader further lines of inquiry in
both the primary and secondary sources. The primary sources are only those which either
the author uses extensively or which he found hard to locate (and wished to make the job

easier for others). Hopefully this can serve as a resource for more in-depth research.

1. History of the Olympic Games:
There were four sets of athletic games held in Greece that were Pan-Hellenic, that

is, contestants from all of Greece could participate. These were: the Olympic Games
held in Olympia, the Pythian Games held near Delphi, the Nemean games held near
Nemea, and the Isthmian Games held near Corinth (see Fig.1 below). According to

Pausanias, in his Description of Greece®, the Olympic athletics were performed from time

' As Raschke says in her Epilogue to The Archaeology of the Olympics, p.256, "Since classical
archaeologists are at a greater disadvantage than many in having largely incomplete physical remains and
written records at their disposal, any conclusion regarding ancient culture must be taken as a more or less
provisional understanding based on the best current evidence."

? Mallwitz, in his article "Cult and Competition Locations at Olympia", does raise the question of how the
games and the religious ceremonies were connected. In his words, "[t]he arrangement of the sanctuary
plainly shows one peculiarity: the complete separation of the area of cult and the area of the Games
(p-79).” In his conclusion, though, he suggests that the altar of Zeus was located between the games and
the place of sacrifice to allow the festal participants to only have to turn around to see the games after the
sacrificial ceremony (p.103). Whatever the case, it seems that the athletics originally were slowly added
to the more important sacrificial nature of the Olympic festival.

? This is what Pausanias says in his Description of Greece Book 5, Chapter 8. Pausanias is not the first
source for the chronology of the Olympics. For a good list of the main literary sources see Hansen's
Phlegon of Tralles' Book of Marvels (pp.190-198) as well as Robinson's Sources for the History of Greek
Athletics in English Translation. [Phlegon of Tralles, one of the sources Pausanias seems to have used,
can be found in translation in Hansen's book above and can be found in the Greek in Jacoby's Die
Fragmente der Griechischen Historiker Part 2, volume B (§ 257, F 1 and 12, pp. 1159-1164) and his




unknown. However, until they first started reckoning Olympiads, the games were not
held on a regular basis. Pausanias states that Iphitos renewed the Olympics as a regular
festival; however Lysias4 asserts that it was Herakles who instituted the Olympic Games
to bring peace among the Greeks. Originally the Olympic Games were eclipsed by those
at Delphi (the Pythian Games), but by the 7th Century they had become the most
prominent athletic competitions in Greece.” Since they were held every four years, we
can date the first Olympics by counting backwards from an Olympic year contemporary
to an event with a known date. For instance, Diodorus states that there was a solar
eclipse in the third year of the 117th Olympiad, which must be the eclipse of 310 BC.°
This gives us a date of (mid-summer’) 776 for the first year of the first Olympiad.® The
Olympics continued through the Roman times until either AD 394 during the reign of

emperor Theodosius I or AD 435 in the reign of his grandson Theodosius 1’

commentary can be found in a separate volume of the same name. A good library will be very clear as to
which volumes are which. If the reader is searching online and can't tell what volumes are at one library,
look elsewhere, since there are so many volumes in Jacoby's historical work and if you are not certain
you may receive the commentary to a certain text rather than the text itself. Each author listed by Jacoby
has a number and so Phlegon is listed by the number 257. Ancient historical information about the
author appears under the heading T, while the fragments of his writings are listed under F, the 1st and
12th dealing with the Olympics.]

* Lysias, 33.1 (Olympic Oration, pp.684-689)

> Hyde's Olympic Victor Monuments and Greek Athletic Art, pp. 14-15.

% The Math is as follows: to get back to the first Olympiad, one must count back not 117 Olympiads (which
would get us to the zeroeth Olympiad) but 116. Multiply 116 by 4 (since each Olympiad was four years
long). Thus we get the number 464. Add this to 310 and we get 774. Yet this is the third year of the
first Olympiad. Thus we must go back two years (add 2) to get to the first year. From this we get the date
776. For more coinciding dates see Samuel's Greek and Roman Chronology, p.190.

7 Although Samuel, in his Greek and Roman Chronology, says that the date cannot be fixed (pp.191-194),
Miller argues convincingly in his "The Date of the Olympic Festivals" that the festival was centered at
the time of the second full moon after the summer solstice (pp. 220-221).

¥ The first year of each Olympiad (or four year period) was the year in which the Olympic Games were
held. Each Olympiad was numbered according to which set of games had begun it.

? Most books about the Olympics will mention the former date, AD 394, which is found in the
Compendium Historiarum of Cedrenus Georgius, an 11" century monk (Vol. I, p.573). However two
scholiasts on Lucian (in Rabe’s book, Scholia in Lucianum, pp.175-76, 78), one from the 11" century
and the other from the 14", attribute the abolishment of the games to the reign of Theodosius I
(mentioned by Drees in his Olympia: Gods, Artists, and Athletes p.159). The scholiasts say that this was
at the same time that all the temples were abolished. According to Pharr’s translation of the Theodosian
Code, the date of Theodosius II’s edict was November 14, 435. The Theodosian Code, a collection of
laws issued from 313 until 438 and compiled by Theodosius II, gives some background legal information
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The following is a listing of the order in which the Olympic events were added to
the games according to Pausanias: '

776 BC - First Olympiad: the foot-race (d6pouog)

724 BC - Fourteenth Olympiad: the double foot-race (dtavAog)

for the time when the Olympics were officially discontinued. (For background information see the
following: 2.8.20 [April 17, 392] - where all games are prohibited on Sunday for religious purposes;
15.4.1 [May 5, 425] - where it clearly states that some games, if not the Olympics, were still being played
¢.30 years after the first date given for the banning of the Olympic games; and 16.10.25 [Nov. 14, 435] —
where Theodosius II gives a decree that all pagan temples and shrines are to be destroyed. All the
sections in 16.10 deal with pagan practices. If the first date for the abolishment of the Olympics is
correct, 16.10.7 [381] and 16.10.12 are two important decrees by Theodosius I that can give us
background.

' Pausanias in his Description of Greece, Book 5, Chapter 8-9. Although Pausanias states that the
Olympics began this way, there is some scholarly debate on the issue. Hugh M. Lee in his essay "The
'First' Olympic Games of 776" gives an excellent summary of the positions adopted by modern scholars.
An important factor in understanding the "founding" of the Olympic games is that writing had just been
introduced to Greece in the 9th or 8th century. It would be impossible for records of Olympic victors to
exist before writing was introduced even if they were practiced.




720 BC - Fifteenth Olympiad: the long race (0OALY0C)

708 BC - Eighteenth Olympiad: the pentathlon (;té¢vta6ioc)
and wrestling (;téiAn)

688 BC - Twenty-third Olympiad: boxing (;tuyun)

680 BC - Twenty-fifth Olympiad: the [four horse] chariot races
(6pduog Trmmwv)

648 BC - Thirty-third Olympiad: the pankration (ToykpdTL0V) and the horse-
race (k€AnQ)

632 BC - Thirty-seventh Olympiad: boys' running and wrestling

628 BC - Thirty-eighth Olympiad: boys' pentathlon [never done again]

616 BC - Forty-first Olympiad: boys' boxing

520 BC - Sixty-fifth Olympiad: the race of men in armor
(6p4u0g TOHV OTTATWV)

444 BC - Eighty-forth Olympiad: trotting race (kdAmn) for mares
(OrfAeva Ttmog) [later taken out of the games]

408 BC - Ninety-third Olympiad: two-horse chariot race (cvvwpig)

384 BC - Ninety-ninth Olympiad: [Four horse] chariot races drawn by foals
(TOAOC)

256 BC - One hundred thirty-first Olympiad: two-horse chariot race with foals
and the horse-race on a foal

200 BC - One hundred and forty-fifth Olympiad: boys’ pankration

2. Qualifications:
There were several requirements for participating in the ancient Olympic Games.

One had to be a male Greek freeman of over eighteen years of age. The male in question
would have to swear that he had been training'' for the games for a period of ten months

prior to the games in question. Apparently those who were competing in the Olympic

" Training, medicine and specific rituals involved in Athletics are not within the scope of this study.
However, here are a few suggestions for further reading: Renfrew's "Food for Athletes and Gods: A
Classical Diet", Swaddling's The Ancient Olympic Games (pp.44-52) as well as the books she
recommends in her bibliography (also in my section entitled: Recommended Reading).




Games had to send notice that they would be arriving and could be fined if they arrived at
the games late. In Roman times the excuses for being late were shipwreck, pirates, or
sickness, which may also have been the excuses in early antiquity.12 Once boys’ events
were introduced, only boys under eighteen could enter those events. Judgment of their
age was made based upon looks, since there was no way to prove exactly when one's date
of birth was. There were no divisions in ancient sport between professionals and
amateurs. Many athletes while not professionals nevertheless competed along side them.
However, because training generally produces a better athlete, professional athletes began

to dominate the games.

3. Spectators
Although the Olympic festival was religious in nature, not everyone could watch

the athletics - for the participants competed naked. Married women and slaves were
forbidden from watching as the Olympic Games took place. The penalty for married

women who were caught watching the games was death.'*

4. Description of each event'
Here we must give a brief definition of the events that might prove unfamiliar to

the modern reader.

dpouocg - the foot-race was the length of one stade or 200 strides (these measurements
were a little shorter than a meter, and were the units by which the temple of Zeus
was measured.)

dlowAog - the "double-pipe" was two stades in length or 400 strides

2 Inscription #56 from Dittenberger’s book Die Inschriften von Olympia.

" The information from this paragraph was taken largely from The Ancient Olympics: Athletes, Games, &
Heroes. Original sources regarding Amateurism and Professionalism can be found in Miller's book
Arete: Greek Sports from Ancient Sources (pp.146-163) as well as Gardiner’s book Athletics of the
Ancient World (pp.99-116).

' See Miller’s Arete (pp.17-20, 99-100) for translations of original sources.

' Gardiner, in his Athletics of the Ancient World, gives a good overview and citation of all the sports that
involve the human body. He does not however include the horse and chariot races.




0Oy 0g - the long race was either 20 or 24 stades

évtabAog - the pentathlon consisted of five events: the discus, jumping, the javelin,
running (the distance of which we do not know) and wrestling.'®

TTAAN - the only wrestling allowed in the Olympics was upright wrestling, where the
athletes tried to throw each other down onto the ground. This resembles modern
Greco-Roman wrestling. For this, the athletes needed a strong upper body.

TOYKEATLOV - the pankration was a combination of boxing and the kind of wrestling that
was not allowed in wrestling competitions. There were two prohibitions in the
rules that we know of — no gouging and no biting.17 Other than that, an athlete
won when his opponent admitted defeat.

A final note should be made, too, that all the horse events were done at the hippodrome,

while all the other events commenced at the stadion.'®

5. Layout of Olympia
The layout of Olympia, like the reconstruction of many other parts of the Olympic

games, is very complicated. Archaeologists have found many structures, buildings, and
statues — yet many of these come from different strata and cannot all be thought of as
belonging together as though they were used in every century that the games were
performed. What is evident though is that the facilities at Olympia grew along with both
the popularity of the festival and the number of events that took place at the games. One
example of this is the apparent increase in wells in Olympia as the festival became more

popular. 19

'® For more information on the terminology of wrestling, boxing and pankration see Poliakof's Studies in
the Terminology of Greek Combat Sports.

' Gardiner, in his Athletics of the Ancient World (p. 212), shows that Aristophanes mentions this rule
twice (in the Birds line 442 and in the Peace line 899).

'8 Romano's Athletics and Mathematics in Archaic Corinth: The Origins of the Greek Stadion, pp.1-2.

"% Lee's "The 'First' Olympic Games of 776 B.C.", p.114.
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given of the layout of Olympia that covers every time period.20

Because of the existence of multiple strata, no one complete representation can be

However, Figure 2

should give one a basic idea of the setup of Olympia in second century B.C. Notice

%% For reconstructions of the times in which different buildings appeared, see Drees' Olympia p.6 and
Finley's Olympic Games p.48-49 as well as an aerial photograph of the excavation of Olympia on plates
4-5. See also Mallwitz's Olympia und seine Bauten, p.118-119 for a good photograph.




especially how the stadion (21) and the hippodrome (28) were located in a separate part
of Olympia, off to the right.

6. Order of Events (including religious ceremonies)
The order of events and even the days on which events occurred is much debated

in modern scholarship, though one can find reconstructions of the Olympic program in
almost any book discussing the Olympics. The reasons for this are, first, that there is no
complete schedule listed in the literature and, secondly, that the program changed from
time to time throughout its thousand year history. For a good overview of the Olympic
program and a treatment of both sources and modern scholarship, see Lee's The Program

and Schedule of the Ancient Olympic Games.

What we do know is that at a certain point in the fifth century, the Olympic
festival may have consisted of five days of religious and athletic alctivity.21 The

following is a brief representation of the reconstruction by Lee:*

Day 1:
~The Oaths
~ Dokimasia (the judgment between men and boys and foals and horses)
~ Non-Athletic contests (of Heralds and Trumpeters)
Day 2:
~ Equestrian Events
~ Pentathlon
Day 3:
~ Sacrifices to Pelops (The great Greek Hero)
~ The Great Sacrifice to Zeus (The greatest of Greek gods)
~ Boys' contests
Day 4:

~ Running events
~ Heavy Events (boxing, wrestling, pankration)

~ Hoplite race

*! Lee's The Program and Schedule of the Ancient Olympic Games, p.9.

2 Following Lee's The Program and Schedule in his table of contents.




Day 5: (7)
~ Awards Ceremony (?)
~ Banquet (?)
This "reconstruction", especially when understood in light of the evidence from Lee's
book, shows that there is far less certainty in reproductions of the Olympic program than

many would like to believe.

7. Penalties and Prizes
Any athlete found to be cheating had to pay fines. These fines paid for bronze

statues that were set up all along the road on which athletes had to travel to get down to
the fields for competition in order to discourage them from cheating. These statues had
inscriptions below them stating who paid the fine for the building of the statue, and what
they did wrong.” Interestingly, the cheaters could keep their victories for that set of
games!24

Originally the prizes given for the winners of the athletic contests were very
substantive, but eventually (and it is not clear when) only a crown of olive leaves was
given to the victor.”> Although the official prize for victory in historic times was only a
wreath, the cities to which the victors belonged gained great prestige from their winning
and so would give great financial rewards to them. Often good athletes would hire

themselves out to the highest bidder and so would come from "different" cities during

different Olympiads.26

» An example of this occurs in Pausanias' Description of Greece, Book 5, Chapter 21, Paragraph 5. For
more examples see Hyde pp.33-34.

24 The Ancient Olympics, Athletes, Games and Heroes.

2 See Hyde's examples from Homer, Hesiod, Pindar and others in his Olympic Victor Monuments and
Greek Athletic Art (pp.18-21).

26 See The Ancient Olympics, Athletes, Games and Heroes. See also Miller’s Arete (pp.73-76, 81-83), for
original sources regarding penalties and prizes.

10



Conclusion: Discovering the Ancient Olympics
Since the Olympics is such a complicated subject, I have given the following list

of sources that can help the beginner get started: The Ancient Olympics: Athletes,

Games, & Heroes (a video), Woff’s The Ancient Greek Olympics, and Swaddling’s The

Ancient Olympic Games. Selected references in the Works Cited and Recommended

Reading sections are followed by bracketed annotations. Finally, texts and translation of
primary sources for which there are no other existing English translations are found in the

Appendix. Enjoy discovering the Ancient Olympics!

11



Works Cited:

The Ancient Olympics: Athletes, Games, & Heroes. Video Lecture Series Volume II.
Videocassette. Institute for Mediterranean Studies, 1996. [Excellent audio-visual
source about athletics in the ancient world.]

Drees, Ludwig. Olympia: Gods, Artists, and Athletes. New York: Frederick A. Praeger,
Publishers, 1968.

Dittenberger, W. and Purgold, K. Die Inschriften von Olympia. Amsterdam: Verlag
Adolf M. Hakkert, 1896. [This is a useful source to anyone who has access to it.
In English the title means: The Inscriptions of Olympia.]

Finlay, George. Greece under the Romans. London: J.M. Dent & Sons LTD., 1927.
[Good resource with references to obscure original sources. ]

Gardiner, E. Norman. Athletics of the Ancient World. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1930.
[Contains a good and detailed description of the Olympic events.]

Hansen, William. Phlegon of Tralles' Book of Marvels. Exeter, Devon, UK: Exeter
University Press, 1996. [A translation of Phlegon of Tralles' extant works
including the Book of Marvels. His is the only English translation I know of
(pp.-58-62) and in his commentary (pp.190-198) he provides an excellent list of
main literary sources for determining the chronology of the Olympics' (p.190).]

Hyde, Walter Woodburn. Olympic Victor Monuments and Greek Athletic Art.
Washington: Carnegie Institution of Washington, 1921.

Jacoby, Felix. Die Fragmente Der Griechischen Historiker. Zweiter Teil B: Nr. 106-261.
Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1962. [German for: The Fragments of Greek Historians.
Volume 2 B: numbers 106-261]

—————————— . Die Fragmente Der Griechischen Historiker. Zweiter Teil B: Kommentar zu Nr.
106-261. Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1993. [German for: The Fragments of Greek
Historians. Volume 2 B: Commentary to numbers 106-261]

Lee, Hugh M. "The 'First Olympic Games of 776 B.C." Raschke 110-118.

—————————— . The Program and Schedule of the Ancient Olympic Games. Nikephoros
Beihefte: Beitrige zu Sport und Kultur im Altertum Band 6. Hildesheim,
Germany: Weidmannsche Verlagsbuchhandlung GmbH, 2001. [An incredibly
well-cited text, for those interested in original sources.]

Lysias. Lysias. Trans. W.R.M. Lamb. Ed. Jeffrey Henderson. Loeb Classical Library
Volume 244. London: Harvard University Press, 1930.

Mallowitz, Alfred. "Cult and Competition Locations at Olympia". Raschke 79-109.

Miller, Stephen Arete: Greek Sports from Ancient Sources. Berkeley and Los Angeles,
California: University of California Press, 1991. [This source is great because it
both categorizes the original sources of Greek athletics and puts them into
translation. ]

" As Hansen lists them: "The principal accounts are Pindar OL. 10, Strabo 8.3.30 and 33, Pausanias 5
passim, Eusebios Chron. 1.190-94; translations are conveniently assembled in Robinson 32-55. See in
general Christoph Ulf and Ingomar Weiler, 'Der Ursprung der antiken Olympischen Spiele in der
Forschung: Versuch eines kritischen Kommentars', Stadion 6 (1980) 1-38, and on the present fragment
Jacoby's commentary (FGH 257 F 1)." (p.190) For fragment 12 "see Jacoby's commentary (FGH 257 F
12)" (p.195)

12



—————————— . “The Date of Olympic Festivals”. Mitteilungen: Des Deutschen
Archéologischen Instituts, Athenische Abteilung. Vol. 90 (1975): 215-237.
Cedrenus, Georgius. Compendium Historiarum Tomus Prior. Trans. Immanuele Bekkero.
Ed. B.G. Niegbuhr. Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae Volume 34. Bonnae:

Impensis Ed. Weberi, 1838. [The Greek title is: Z0voLg Ll0TOPLOV]

Pausanias. Pausanias II: Description of Greece Books III-V. Trans. W.H.S. Jones and
H.A. Ormerod. Ed. Jeffrey Henderson. Loeb Classical Library Volume 188.
London: Harvard University Press, 1930.

Pharr, Clyde. The Theodosian Code and Novels and the Sirmondian Constitutions. New
York: Greenwood Press, Publishers, 1952. [The complete Theodosian Code
translated into English is a superb piece of work done on a difficult text, since it
has never before been translated from Latin into another language.]

Rabe, Hugo. Scholia in Lucianum. Lipsiae: Typis B.G. Teubneri, 1906. [Has quite a few
references to the Olympics by scholiasts on Lucian.]

Raschke, Wendy J., ed. The Archaeology of the Olympics: the Olympics and Other
Festivals in Antiquity. Madison, Wisconsin: Wisconsin University Press, 1987.
[This book of essays is an excellent collection, which I recommend for those who
are studying the Olympics.]

—————————— . "Epilogue". Raschke 256-264.

Robinson, Rachel S. Sources for the History of Greek Athletics in English Translation.
Cincinnati: (published by the Author), 1955. [Excellent compilation of all the
major sources for Greek Athletics in translation by category. Includes notes, an
index and a bibliography.]

Romano, David Gilman. Athletics and Mathematics in Archaic Corinth: The Origins of
the Greek Stadion. Memoirs Volume 206. American Philosophical Society, 1993.

Samuel, Alan Eduard, Greek and Roman Chronology: Calendars and Years in Classical
Antiquity. Handbuch der Altertumswissenschaft Abt. I T.7. Miinchen: Beck,
1972. [Great source for understanding the complexities and intricacies of the
calendar system in the ancient world.]

Swaddling, Judith. The Ancient Olympic Games. Austin, Texas: University of Texas
Press, 1999. [Very good overview of the Olympics, from how they started to how
they were run to their eventual demise. However does not cite all the original
sources. ]

13



Recommended Reading:

Glass, Stephen. "The Greek Gymnasium: Some Problems." Raschke 155-173. [Excellent
introduction to the problems of understanding Greek Athletic terminology. Also
gives some great sources. |

Jackson, R. Doctors and Diseases in the Roman Empire. London: British Museum Press,
1991.

Mallwitz, Alfred. Olympia und seine Bauten. Miinchen, Wissenschaftliche
Buchgesellschaft Darmstadt, 1972. [A thorough look at the structures, statues,
coins, and artifacts at Olympia. An archaeological view of Olympia.]

Phillips, E.D. Aspects of Greek Medicine. LLondon and Sydney: Croom Helm, 1987.

Poliakoff, Michael Baron. Studies in the Terminology of the Greek Combat Sports.
Beitridge zur klassischen Philologie: Heft 146. 2nd rev. ed. Frakfurt: Verlag Anton
Hain Meisenheim GmbH, 1986. [Takes a close look at the terminology used in
"heavy" sports - that is wrestling, boxing, and pankration.]

Retsas, S. 'Medicine and the Olympic Games in Antiquity.' Proceedings of the 1st
International Medical Olympiad (Kos Island 1996). Athens, 1996.

Scanlion, Thomas F. Greek and Roman Athletics: A Bibliography. Chicago, IL: Ares
Publishers, 1984. [Most complete English bibliography of Athletics in the Greek
and Roman world. ]

Woff, Richard. The Ancient Greek Olympics. London, British Museum Press, 1999.
[Excellent overview of the Olympics, Greek Athletics, the role of women, and
other issues. Written for children. Sources not cited.]

14



Appendix: Primary Sources”

Cedrenus, Georgius. Compendium Historiarum. Volume 1. Corpus Scriptorum
Historiarum Byzantinae. 1838. (11" Century)

p-550, line 12

T'patiovog 6 vidg OVoevTLVIaVOD, alpeTikdg, Efactievoe wdvog €ty kol
UETO Oe0d00iov £Tepal Y™ Amd Yo 10D Buloviiov £méudpOnooy mpeopelg mpog
Toatiovov £v ITavovig kotepyouevov, do0fvar avtolg faothéa, kol £600m avtolg
O uéyag ©e0dd010g dvayopevdeic footheVs, kal ékpdtnoey €tn 1L ufjvag £ quépag
5.

“Gratian son of Valentinian, the heretic, ruled by himself for three years and with
Theodosius another three years: For ambassadors were sent from Byzantium to Gratian
so that he would return to Panonia to be made their king, and Theodosius the Great was
publicly proclaimed and made king, and ruled for seventeen years, five months, and four
days.”

aiPETIKOS - able to choose, heretic Il Y = 1peic Il mpéoPug, ewg, 6 - ambassador I
KATEPYOMAL - to return, come back Il €v - into I dvayopedm - (pass) to be proclaimed
publicly Il kpatéw - to rule Il 1§’ = émtakaideka - seventeen Il € = wévte |l & =
TETTAPES

p.-573, line 1

"Ev tovTtoLg 1j te TV ’OAMutadwy dméofn moviyvplg, fTig Kotd TETPOETH
YOOVOV £meTeENELTO. MOEATO OF 1) TOLAVTN TTOVIYVPELS OTE Mavaoofic Tdv Tovdatwv
Baotievoe, kot puAATTETO £0C ThS dEYTig 0vTOD TOD Ueydhov Oe0doaiov. kol
feEavto dpbuetobot ai tvatktor, dpEdueval dmd Avryovotov Kaioopog €v étel te’
Thg dpyfig avtoD.

“Among these things even the festival of the Olympic games, which was held every four-
year period, was abolished. This festival began when Manasseh ruled over Judah, and
was kept until the rule of Theodosius the Great himself. And the fifteen-year cycles
began to be counted, having begun by Augustus Caesar in the fifteenth year of his reign.”

’Ev tovtoLg - among these things Il O Avumidg, ddog, 1 - the Olympic games ||
amoopévvop - (2™ Aor. Act. Ind. dtéofn) (2™ Aor.) to be abolished Il Tavifyvprg,
ewg, 1 - festival Il kotd - (acc) every Il TeTpoeTg, £¢ - of four years || €miteléw - to
carry out |l Totodtog = 0VTOC - this I oy - rule || Mavaoofic - Manasseh, the king of
Israel (?) Il {vdiktog - fifteen-year cycle (cf. indictio) | dpLOuéw - to count, number |l
1e’ = meVIaKaideka

i All translations are made by the author of this paper.
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p.573, line 20

£v MedloAdvw o¢ dppmoTrioag Ekolunon £v kvupiw, Vapywy Ty E',
Boothevoog €t 15, katoheipog Tovg OV0 Viovg avTod . . . ueTiveyke 8¢ TO oAU
avTtoD £v Kwvotaviivoumoiel "Apkddiog, Beig £v 1d vad Thv aylwv dmootdhwy.
Vv 0t Tfic dpyLepwoVVNS KaBEdpav Katelye NektdpLog, kdouov £1elL g, Thg
Oelag oapkmoemg 100’

“Now when he was in Mediolanos he fell asleep in the Lord, when he was sixty years
old, having ruled for sixteen years, and left behind his two sons . . . now Arcadios
transferred his body to Constantinople and placed it in the temple of the holy apostles.
And Nektarios had the seat of the high-priesthood in the year 5888 of the world, 394 of
the divine incarnation.”

apPmWotm - to be || KOLWA - to put to sleep; (pass) to fall asleep || VLGPYW - to be Il E' =
£Eakovta - sixty Il Pacthevm - to rule |l 1" = €kkaideka - sixteen (notice the apparent
discrepancy between this and the paragraph above) Il kKataleimo - to leave behind Il
UETAPEPW - to transfer, carry over Il v - into || Ogig - (notice how this action is not prior
to the action of the main verb, but rather subsequent even though it is aorist) Il
aPLEPM®OVVY - high-priesthood Il kaO€dpa - seat, figuratively office, position Il KOTEY®
- to possess Il gwmn’ = TEVTAKLS (LAY OKTOKOGL® 0Yd0oNKovVTa OKTM™ - 5888 Il Bglog,
a, ov - divine Il 0GpkwOLE, £mS, 1j - incarnation |l T?d” = TPLOKOGIW EvEViiKOVTQ
té000p0LY - 394

Rabe, Hugo. Scholia in Lucianum. Lipsiae: B.G. Teubneri, 1906.

Scholia on Lucian’s Pntopmv d1d00kalog
Parisinus Manuscript on silk (bomb.) (14" Century)
pp-175-176

ohe fiv £v "HMSL "Ohvstia kahovuévn tepdv Exovoa émudpavéototov
"Olvustiov Afog. év tautn dywv £metehelto maykdOouLlog T OMIUTTLO KATA TTEVTE
£T1 OVYKPOTOVUEVOS: OLO KO TTEVTAETNOLKOG EKOAELTO" O Kol AveypddeTo TOTlg
dnuootorg del eic dMrwory TOV Eviavtdv kal v ToDTo dkEig TOV XEdVwY
EMTLYVOOLS TECOAPWY YOO ETOV UETAED SLOPEEOVIWV TM TEUTTW) OCUVETELELTO. KOl
dupkeoev APEAUEVOS Gmtd TOV kO’ ‘ERpatovg kottdv uéyot tod ukpod
Oe0d0010V" EuTPENoOEVTOC Yo TOD €v " Ohvumtiq vaod éEElte kal 1) TV "Hielwv
TOVIYVPLG.

“There is a city in Elis called Olympia which has a temple of Olympian Zeus that is most
notable. In that [city] a world-renowned gathering used to take place, the Olympics,
which came together every five years: therefore it was also called the ‘coming every five
years’. This gathering was also always registered by public servants in order to make
clear what the cycle period was and this was the precise understanding of the times: for
after the passing of four years, it took place on the fifth. And having been founded at the
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time of the Hebrew judges, it endured until Theodosius the Small: For after the temple in
Olympia was burned down, the gathering and the festival of Elis ceased.”

"HMg, 1dog, 1 - Elis | émdpaviic, € - notable, distinguished Il &ydv, dvog, 6 -
gathering, assembly; struggle, contest Il £miteléw - to bring to pass Il TaykéouLog, o,
oV - common to all the world || O AOuTLa, T - the Olympic games || Katd - (acc) every
Il ovyKpoTEm - to collect, gather together Il mevToeTnELKOG, 1, OV - coming every fifth
year |l avaypddw - to describe Il dnudoLOg, 0V, 0 - public servant I dMAwotg, ewg, 1j -
a pointing out, showing Il €éviavtog, ov, 0 - period of time || dxpPiig, £g - exact,
precise || €miyvoolg, emg, 1 - understanding Il peta&v - after Il duappéw - to flow, pass
by Il méumrog, 1, ov - fifth | ovvteléw - to bring to end Il dtapkém - to endure Il KaTd
- (acc) concerning, in relation to || éuEROw - to burn Il ékAeimm - to abandon Il
TAVITYVPLS, Emg, 1 - festival | "HAglog, ov, 0 - citizen of Elis, Elean

Vindobonensis Manuscript on parchment (membr.) (1 ™

p.178 (brackets show where lacunae were in the text)

Century)

APEAauevoc ¢ Ao Tiig [Emoyfic] kb’ ‘Efpailovg €’ Iderpov éval ]
dujpkeoe péypotL Tod pkpod [@eodoatov], dc "Apkadiov viog fv, TOV xEd[vwv. Tod
0¢] vaod 100 "Ohvwtiov ALog éumton[o0évtog €E1€hLTe kot 1) TV HAelwv
TovifyvoLg [kat 6 aymd]v 6 "Olvurtikde.

“But having begun from the Hebrew historical period at the time of Ja’ir . . . they endured
until the time of Theodosius the Small, who was the son of Arcadius. And when the
temple of Olympian Zeus was burned down it was abandoned as well as the festival of
the Eleans and the contest of Olympia.”

gémoyn, g, N - historical epoch Il kaTd - (acc) concerning, in relation to Il “Idelpov =

Septuagint Iatp and Hebrew 1°X? - Ja’ir an Israelite judge from Gilead (cf. Judges 10:5,
1 Chronicles 2:22-23) Il dLapkém - to endure Il €umwpnOw - to burn Il gkheinw - to
abandon Il "HAglog, ov, 0 - citizen of Elis, Elean Il mavijyvpig, eog, 1 - festival Il
ayov, ®dvog, 0 - gathering, contest || "OAvuITIKOS, 1, OV - Olympic

Dittenberger, W. and Purgold, K. Die Inschriften von Olympia. Amsterdam: Verlag
Adolf M. Hakkert, 1896.

Inscription #56:
(fragments a,b, and c)
pp-117-126

el[alIv] O€ Tig VoTeP[iLT Thig Tpobelowiag, EmalyyeAlétw TV altiav Tiig

VOTEPNOEWCS TPOC TOVG dywvobE]tag: Eotwoav Ot | vdolog 1) Anotall 1 vovayio.
ka]tmyop(e)itw Of [0 fOVAOUEVOS . . .
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“If anyone is ever late for the appointed day, let him tell the judges of the competition the
reason for his shortcoming: Let [the excuses] be sickness or robbers or shipwreck. And
let the one who wishes make an accusation . ..”

elav = £av Il VoTePiCw - to be late for x (gen) Il wpoBeouia, 1 - an appointed day |l
gmayy€A\w - to proclaim Il aitia, 1 - reason, excuse || VOTEPNOLS, £WS, 1j - deficiency |l
ayovodétng, ov, 6 - judge of a contest, umpire || #oTwoav - (Pres. Imperat. 3 Plur.
from eiut) let them be Il vOG0g, ov, 1 - sickness Il Anotiig, oD, 0 - robber, thief, pirate I
vavayLov, to - shipwreck
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