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I. IDENTIFYING INFORMATION:


The child that I observed is called Jordan Yee.  He is a boy.  He is 6 years old and his date of birth is on October 21, 1996.  He is born in Oakland and he is the first generation that born in the U.S.  Jordan is studying in the first grade of the elementary school.  He is the only child in the family.  At home, Jordan’s parents talk to him in English and Chinese; but most of the time he answers in English.  Everyday Jordan’s mother drives him to school at 8:30 a.m.  After school, the baby sitter picks him up and takes him home.  At home, the baby sitter, Janet, prepares some snacks for him first, and then he has to do his homework.  Janet also helps Jordan to check his homework and teaches him when he has problems.  Around 6:30p.m., Jordan’s father comes to pick him up.  At home, it is Jordan free time to watch T.V. and plays video games.  The reason that Jordan can play whatever he wants is that he has done all the homework in his baby sitter’s house.  If he does not do well, he has to do it at home again.  Besides this, Jordan is afraid of darkness.  He always wants his mother to stay within his view and sleep with him.  Around 10pm, Jordan goes to bed with his mother.  Every Saturday morning, Mr. Yee takes Jordan to go to Chinese School in Chinatown.  The teachers teach children to read and write Chinese.  They may also have some games or activities for the children.  During weekdays, Jordan’s parents have to work and do not spend enough time with him; therefore, Mr. and Mrs. Yee try to stay and talk to their son during weekend.  

II.  INTERVIEW WITH THE PARENTS:

1. What, do you believe, is the most effective way to discipline your child and how do you teach your child the morals and ethics that you believe in?

Mrs. Yee said, “I try to spend time talk to my son, especially when we are having dinner.  My husband and I would ask my son what was happened in the day.  We try to let him talk about what he does in school and how is his classmates.  During our conversation, we can understand more about our son and can keep track on his behavior.  I think the most effective way is to teach him proper moral and ethic behavior by giving him a live example to follow.  My husband and I have to do the best and also be honest.  If the parents do not behave well and lying, the child will not listen to them and trust them.  I think the age between six to ten is the most important period to teach them moral and ethic behavior.”
2. Today, many experts are saying that Television, Video Games and some Movies can cause children to become anti-social.  Do you agree?  How much television does your child watch in an average day and do you place any limits on the types of movies, video games and T.V. programs your child is exposed to.

Mrs. Yee said, “Yes, I agree that causes children to become anti-social.  My son watches about one to two hours television everyday.  If the television program is really violence, I will ask him to watch another channel, play toys or video games and the video games must not have violence.  Sometimes I rent some cartoon movies for my son so my husband and I can watch the movies with him.  In fact, Jordan does not have many times to watch T.V because in the daytime, he goes to baby sitter and at night we stay with him.

3. In the aftermath of September 11th there has been much talk in newspapers, on television, in classrooms and among families of the potential for further terrorist attacks.  Is your child aware of the events of September 11th?  Also, does the daily talk of potential terrorist attacks and the possibility of war upset your child?  Discuss your child’s reaction or non-reaction to both these issues.

Mrs. Yee said, “after the events of September 11th, my son always asks me about what has happened because he watches in the television and listens from the adults.  He feels upset because he knows many people were death in this event, and he says that he does not want the war happens, he knows that many children will lost their families and nobody loves them and takes care them.
4. How have the continuing deep budget cuts in the education budget in California affected the quality of education your child is receiving in public school?  Have you noticed differences over time?  Also, what do you see as the strengths and weaknesses of his or her current educational experience.  If your child is in pre-school or in private school please discuss the positives and negatives of your child’s experience in these schools.

Mrs. Yee said, “ I think the continuing deep budget cuts in the education budget in California will affect the quality of education in public school.  The school will not have enough money to hire more teachers, buy equipments and buy books.  It really affects the development of the education of the schools.  The strengths of his current educational experience are critical thinking, such as there are many games during the class.  It can give my son a lot of creative space and he can explore more about his own talent.  On the other hand, the weaknesses of his current educational experience are lack of teachers.  There is only one teacher taking care a class about 25-30 students and I think the children may not get enough attention from the teacher.  Also, the teachers do not give enough focus for the children to study hard and I think the children will be lazy and cannot learn enough knowledge if the teachers do not have enough focus.  

III. PARENTING STYLES

A. Authoritarian

According to Brooks: “Authoritarian parents employ similar firm control but in an arbitrary, power-oriented way without regard for the child’s individuality.  They emphasize control without nurturance or support to achieve it.” (Brooks, p. 44)

B. Permissive

According to Brooks: “Permissive parents set a few limits on the child.  They are accepting of the child’s impulses and granting as much freedom as possible while still maintain physical safety.  They appear cool and uninvolved.  Permissive parents sometimes allow behavior that angers them, but they do not feel sufficiently comfortable with their own anger to express it.” (Brooks, p. 44)

C. Authoritative

According to Brooks: “Authoritative parents is exercise firm control over the child’s behavior which emphasized the independence and individuality in the child.  Although the parents have a clear notion of present and future standards of behavior for the child, they are rational, flexible, and attentive to the needs and preferences of the child.” (Brooks, p. 44)


After my observation, I believe Mr. and Mrs. Yee are permissive parents.  During the day of my interview with Mrs. Yee, Jordan has little sorrow throat.  He saw a bag of chip and wanted to open it.  At first, Mrs. Yee did not allow him to open but after Jordan begged for a while, Mr. Yee opened the bag of chip for him.  Mrs. Yee did not want his son to cry and bother her so she let him to do whatever he wanted to.  In this example, Mrs. Yee does not have any control over her son behaviors and especially when Jordan is crying.  

IV. COGNITIVE ABILITIES

A. Conservation


According to Piagetian skill area: “Conservation, the principle that the amount of a substance present is unaffected by changes in its appearance.  It is the concept that the substance present is unaffected by changes in its appearances.  It is the concept that the total quantity, number, or amount of something is the same (preserved) no matter what the shape or configuration.” (Berger, p. 273)

B. Classification (For children sever years or under only)


According to Piagetian skill areas: “The process of organizing objects into groups on the basis of some common property; also, the result of that process and the understanding that such a process is possible.” (Berger, p. 374)


In this experiment, I used 8 red peanut M&M and 2 yellow peanut M&M.  I put all M&M on a plate.  The first question I asked, “Are there more red M&M or Yellow M&M?”  Jordan answered: “There are more red M&M.”  Then I continued to ask him the second question: “Are there more red M&M or peanut M&M?”  Jordan thought for a while and answered: “There are more red M&M.”  Based on these answer, Jordan just focused on what he saw in front.  He did not notice that red M&M were also count on peanut M&M.

D. Egocentrism (For children seven or under only)

According to Piagetian skill areas, “The tendency to perceive events and interpret experiences exclusively from one’s own, self-centered, and perspective.” (Berger, p. 272)


In this experiment, I used three different colors of square shape papers.  First, I put a red square shape of paper in front of me and then yellow, blue.  On my side of view, I saw red square, yellow square and blue square in the last.  Jordan just sat on the other side, which was facing me.  The first question I asked Jordan, “What color of square in front of you?” He answered, “The blue square.”  And I asked the second question, “What is the last color of square that you see on the table?”  Jordan said, “ red square.”  Jordan answered the question with confidence.  So I continued to ask the last question, “ Can you tell me the order of square that I see from my side?”  Jordan answered immediately, “You can see blue square, yellow square and red square.”  At this point, Jordan still does not know other people might have an opposite view than himself. 

V. MORAL DEVELOPMENT

Lawrence Kohlberg

1. Pre-conventional

According to Berger, “Pre-conventional is Kohlberg’s term for the first level of moral thinking, which an individual do things for his or her own welfare.” (Berger, p. 403)

2. Conventional

According to Berger, “Conventional is the second level of moral thinking in which the individual considers social standards and laws to be the primary arbiters of moral values.” (Berger, p. 403)

3. Post-conventional

According to Berger, “Post-conventional is the third and the highest level of moral thinking which means the individual is follow moral principles and it may suspense the standards of society of the wishes of individual.” (Berger, p. 403)


I used one of the Lawrence Kohlberg’s moral dilemmas to test Jordan and to define his moral stage.  Lawrence Kohlberg’s dilemma, “Heinz, a poor man whose wife is dying of cancer.  A local pharmacist has developed the only cure, a drug for thousands of dollars—far more than Heinz can pay and 10 times what the drug costs to make: Heinz went to everyone he knew to borrow the money, but he could only get together about half of what it cost.  He told the druggist that his wife was dying and asked him to sell it cheaper of let him pay later.  But the druggist said “NO.”  The husband got desperate and broke into the man’s store to steal the drug for his wife.  I asked Jordan, “Should the husband have done that?” Why or why not?”  Jordan through for a while and answer, “Heinz does not have to steal the drug.  It is because my mother and father has money and he can ask my parents to give him money.”  And I asked, “How about your parents used all the money?”  Jordan answer, “It is ok, my uncle and aunt also have money, they can give some money to Heinz.”  Based on this answer, Jordan is in the Pre-conventional stage

VI. Emotional Development

A. Erik Erikson’s eight stage

According to Erik Erikson: 

“Stage 1 (Birth to 1 year)—Trust vs. Mistrust: Babies learn either to trust that others will care for their basic needs, including nourishment, warmth, cleanliness, and physical contact, or to lack confidence in the care of others.” (Berger, p.41)

“Stage 2 (1 to 3 years)—Autonomy vs. Shame and Doubt: Children learn either to be self-sufficient in many activities, including toileting, feeding, walking, exploring, and talking, or to doubt their own abilities.” (Berger, p.41)

“Stage 3 (3 to 6 years)—Initiative vs. Guilt: Children want to undertake many adultlike activities, sometimes overstepping the limits set by parents and feeling guilty.” (Berger, p.41)

“Stage 4 (7 to 11 years)—Industry vs. Inferiority: Children busily learn to be competent and productive in mastering new skills or feel inferior and unable to do anything well” (Berger, p.41)

“Stage 5 (adolescence)—Identity vs. Role Confusion: Adolescents try to figure out “Who Am I?” They establish sexual, political, and career identities or are confused about what roles to play.” (Berger, p.41)

“Stage 6 (Adulthood)—Intimacy vs. Isolation: Young adults seek companionship and love with another person or become isolated from others by fearing rejection and disappointment.” (Berger, p.41)

“Stage 7—Generativity vs. Stagnation: Middle-aged adults contribute to the next generation through meaningful work, creative activities, and/or raising a family, or they stagnate.” (Berger, p.41)

“Stage 8—Integrity vs. Despair: Older adults try to make sense out of their lives, either seeing life, as a meaningful whole or despairing at goals never reached.” (Berger, p. 41)


As I observed Jordan’s behavior, I believe he is in Initiative vs. Guilt stage.  One day, Yee’s family and I were having dinner together and we are having conversation; Jordan suddenly dropped his bowl of rice on the floor and it has messed up all around.  Mr. and Mrs. Yee understood this was an accident so they did not blame Jordan; however, Jordan cried and he understood that he did something wrong.  Jordan is too young to express his feeling verbally, so he cried to express his feeling of guilt.  

B. Aggression

1. Instrumental Aggression

According to Berger: “Aggressive behavior whose purpose is to obtain or retain an object desired by another.” (Berger, p. 315)

2. Reactive aggression

According to Berger: “Aggressive behavior that is an angry retaliation for some intentional or accidental act by another.” (Berger, p. 315)

3. Bully Aggression

According to Berger: “Aggressive behavior in the form of an unprovoked physical or verbal attack on another person.” (Berger, p. 315)

4. Relational Aggression

According to Berger: “Aggressive behavior and it takes the form of insult or social rejection.” (Berger, p. 315)


As I observed Jordan’s behavior, I believe Jordan is in Instrumental Aggressive stages.  One time, his cousins came to his house and play.  At first they played and shared his toys; however, when Jordan saw someone who was playing his favor toys, he would grabbed it and took it away without asking.  
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